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The Boston College Bulletin contains current information regarding the University calendar, 
admissions, degree requirements, fees, regulations, and course offerings. It is not intended to be and 
should not be relied upon as a statement of the University’s contractual undertakings. 

Boston College reserves the right in its sole judgment to make changes of any nature in its pro-
gram, calendar, or academic schedule whenever it is deemed necessary or desirable, including changes 
in course content, the rescheduling of classes with or without extending the academic term, cancelling 
of scheduled classes and other academic activities, and requiring or affording alternatives for scheduled 
classes or other academic activities, in any such case giving such notice thereof as is reasonably practicable 
under the circumstances.

Founded by the Society of Jesus in 1863, Boston College is dedicated to intellectual excellence and 
to its Jesuit, Catholic heritage. Boston College recognizes the essential contribution a diverse community 
of students, faculty and staff makes to the advancement of its goals and ideals in an atmosphere of respect 
for one another and for the University’s mission and heritage. Accordingly, Boston College commits itself 
to maintaining a welcoming environment for all people and extends its welcome in particular to those 
who may be vulnerable to discrimination on the basis of their race, color, national origin, sex, religion, dis-
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Introduction

The University
From its beginnings in 1863 as a small Jesuit college for boys 

in Boston’s South End, Boston College has grown into a national  
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eScholarship@BC archives and makes digitally available the under-
graduate honors theses and doctoral dissertations written by students at 
Boston College.

As part of its eScholarship services, the Libraries host several open 
access journals. Library staff members provide set-up, initial design and 
technical support to the journal staff. For access and more information 
about eScholarship@BC, visit www.bc.edu/escholarship.
United States Government Publications

Boston College Libraries is a member of the Federal Depository 
Library Program. O’Neill Library receives selective government docu-
ments in electronic format, and maintains a legacy print collection. 
These materials are available to the general public as well as to Boston 
College students, faculty, and staff. Researchers can locate government 
documents in the online discovery system, and through a number of 
databases such as ProQuest Congressional and Hein Online.

Questions about the availability of government publications  
should be directed to the Government Documents librarian or the 
Reference staff at O’Neill Library.
Media Center

The Media Center on the second floor of the O’Neill Library 
houses the Library’s main collection of DVDs, videocassettes, compact 
discs, audiocassettes, and LPs. Media materials can be located via the  
online discovery system. The Media Center has individual viewing sta-
tions, a preview room for small groups viewing, a classroom that may 
be reserved by faculty for classes using Media materials, digital video 
cameras, and a scanning station.
Interlibrary Loan

An Interlibrary Loan service is offered to students, faculty, admin-
istrators, and staff to obtain research materials not owned by the Boston 
College Libraries. Books, journal articles, microfilm, and theses and 
government documents may be borrowed from other libraries across 
the nation. Some materials arrive within a day or two and electronic 
titles are delivered directly to the user’s desktop. Requests are made by 
using forms in the online discovery system and the Find It option that 
appears in many online databases.
Boston Library Consortium

The Boston Library Consortium (BLC) is a group of area libraries 
which includes Boston College, Brandeis University, Boston University, 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Northeastern University, Tufts 
University, the University of Massachusetts system, the University of 
New Hampshire, Wellesley College, and Williams College, as well as 
the State Library of Massachusetts and the Marine Biological Laboratory 
at Woods Hole. Boston College offers direct self-service borrowing  
and delivery from the BLC libraries by using WorldCat Local, one 
of the databases available to the BC community. With a Consortium  
borrower’s card, faculty and students may visit a BLC library and check-
out directly from the member library. In order to receive a BLC card, 
ask at the O’Neill Circulation Desk for more information about the 
Consortium services.
Association of Research Libraries (ARL)

ARL is a nonprofit organization of 124 research libraries at com-
prehensive, research-extensive institutions in the U.S. and Canada that 
share similar research missions, aspirations, and achievements. It is an 
important and distinctive association because of its membership and 
the nature of the institutions represented. ARL member libraries make 

up a large portion of the academic and research library marketplace, 
spending more than $1 billion every year on library materials. Boston 
College was invited to become a member of ARL in 2000.

The Libraries of Boston College include:
Bapst Art Library, a beautiful collegiate Gothic building that  

served as the main library for over 60 years, has been restored to its 
original splendor and houses the resources for library research in art, 
architecture, art history, and photography. A gallery which displays 
student artwork is located off the lobby, while the Graduate Study 
and Research Space is located in the mezzanine of the Kresge Reading 
Room. Gargan Hall, with its magnificent stained glass windows, pro-
vides for quiet study 24 hours a day, five days a week when classes are 
in session. For more information, visit www.bc.edu/bapst.

John J. Burns Library of Rare Books and Special Collections: The 
University’s special collections, including the University’s Archives, are 
housed in the Honorable John J. Burns Library, located in the Bapst 
Library Building, north entrance. These distinguished and varied col-
lections speak eloquently of the University’s commitment to the pres-
ervation and dissemination of human knowledge. The Burns Library 
is home to more than 250,000 volumes, some 16 million manuscripts, 
and important collections of architectural records, maps, art works, 
photographs, films, prints, artifacts, and ephemera. Though its collec-
tions cover virtually the entire spectrum of human knowledge, the Burns 
Library has achieved international recognition in several specific areas of 
research, most notably: Irish studies; British Catholic authors; Jesuitana; 
Fine Print; Catholic liturgy and life in America, 1925–1975; Boston 
history; the Caribbean, especially Jamaica; Nursing; and Congressional 
archives. It has also won acclaim for significant holdings on American 
detective fiction, Thomas Merton, Japanese prints, Colonial and early 
Republic Protestantism, banking, and urban studies, anchored by the 
papers of Jane Jacobs. To learn more about specific holdings in Burns, 
please see www.bc.edu/burns. Burns sponsors an active exhibit and lec-
ture series program. Burns is also actively digitizing many of its holdings, 
and these collections can be viewed at: www.bc.edu/libraries/collections/
collinfo/digitalcollections.html.

The University Archives are the official non-current papers and 
records of an institution that are retained permanently for their legal, 
fiscal, or historical values. The University Archives, a department within 
the John J. Burns Library, contains: the office records and documents  
of the various University offices, academic and other; copies of all 
University publications, including student publications; movie footage 
of Boston College football; some audiovisual materials; and tape record-
ings of the University Lecture Series and other significant events. A  
significant collection of photographs documents the pictorial history of 
Boston College. Alumni, faculty, and Jesuit records are also preserved. 
In addition, the University Archives is the repository for the records of 
Newton College of the Sacred Heart (1946–1975) and the documents 
of the Jesuit Community of Boston College (1863–).

The Educational Resource Center, a state-of-the-art-center, serves 
the specialized resource needs of the Lynch School of Education students 
and faculty. The collections include children’s books, fiction and non-
fiction, curriculum and instructional materials in all formats, educational 
and psychological tests, educational software intended for elementary 
and secondary school instruction, and educational technology. In addi-
tion, the ERC has an interactive technology room designed to assist 
students in integrating computers and other technology in the K–12 
classroom as well as to practice lesson plans and presentations. These 
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materials are unique to the needs of the Lynch School of Education 
and do not duplicate materials found in the O’Neill Library. For more 
information, visit www.bc.edu/erc.

Located on the Newton Campus, the Law School Library has a 
collection of approximately 468,000 volumes and volume equivalents 
of legal and related materials in a variety of media. The collection  
includes primary source materials consisting of reports of judicial deci-
sions and statutory materials as well as a broad collection of secondary 
research materials in the form of textbooks and treatises, legal and relat-
ed periodicals, legal encyclopedias, and related reference works. Most 
law-related licensed databases, with the exception of LexisNexis and 
Westlaw, are open for the entire university’s use and may be accessed 
remotely. The Library possesses substantial and growing collections of  
international and comparative law works. The Daniel R. Coquillette 
Rare Book Room holds the Law Library’s special collections and fea-
tures an ongoing series of exhibits. For more information, visit www.bc. 
edu/lawlibrary.

The Catherine B. O’Connor Geophysics Library: Located at 
Weston Observatory, this library contains a specialized collection of 
earth sciences monographs, periodicals, and maps, particularly in the 
areas of seismology, geology, and geophysics. For more information, 
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Center for Christian-Jewish Learning
The Center for Christian-Jewish Learning is devoted to the multi-

faceted development and implementation of new relationships between 
Christians and Jews that are based not merely on toleration, but on 
full respect and mutual enrichment. This defining purpose flows from 
the mission of Boston College and responds to the vision expressed in 
Roman Catholic documents ever since the Second Vatican Council. 

The building of new, positive relationships between Jews 
and Christians requires sustained collaborative academic research. 
Therefore, under the Center’s auspices, scholars and thinkers repre-
senting diverse Jewish and Christian perspectives engage in intense and 
ongoing study of all aspects of our related, yet distinct, traditions of 
faith and culture.

The Center is thus dedicated to conducting educational research 
and to offering programs, both in the University and the wider com-
munity, in which Christians and Jews explore their traditions together. 
For more information, visit www.bc.edu/cjlearning. 

Center for Corporate Citizenship
The Boston College Center for Corporate Citizenship has a mem-

bership base of 400 global companies who are committed to leveraging 
their social, economic, and human resources to ensure business success 
and a more just and sustainable world. The Center, which is a part of 
the Carroll School of Management, achieves results through the power 
of research, education, and member engagement. The Center offers 
publications including an electronic newsletter, research reports, and a 
weekly media monitor; professional development programs; and events 
that include an annual conference, roundtables, and regional meetings. 
Contact the Center for Corporate Citizenship at 617-552-4545, www.
bccorporatecitizenship.org, or ccc@bc.edu.

Center for East Europe, Russia, and Asia
The Center’s programs encourage faculty and students to par-

ticipate in interdepartmental endeavors on both the graduate and 
undergraduate levels. Participating faculty come from the Fine Arts, 
History, Philosophy, Political Science, Slavic and Eastern Languages 
and Literatures, and Theology departments, and offer over 80 academic 
courses connected with the study of the culture, history, and political 
life of East Europe, Russia, the Balkans, and Central Asia. 

Information is available from the Directors, Cynthia Simmons 
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Institute of Medieval Philosophy and Theology
The Institute is a center that unites the teaching and research 

efforts of the faculty members in the Philosophy and Theology depart-
ments who specialize in Christian, Jewish, and Arabic medieval phi-
losophy and theology. Doctoral degrees are awarded in the Philosophy 
or Theology departments, and students matriculate in one of these two 
departments. The focus of the Institute is on the relationship between 
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the Center houses a growing collection of Lonergan’s published and 
unpublished writings as well as secondary materials and reference 
works. Boston College sponsors the annual Lonergan Workshop each 
June, providing resources, lectures, and workshops for the study of the 
thought of Bernard Lonergan, S.J. Scholarships and fellowships offered 
by the Lonergan Institute enable scholars from around the world to  
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Cuernavaca, Puebla, Chiapas, Morelos in Mexico. Campus Ministry 
also connects graduating seniors with the Jesuit Volunteer Corps and 
other postgraduate volunteer programs.

The Office of Campus Ministry provides pastoral counseling for 
anyone tested or confused by life’s twists and turns and its ups and 
downs. It also offers spiritual guidance for students and others seeking 
to deepen their relationship to God through the Spiritual Exercises of 
St. Ignatius of Loyola. Further, Campus Ministry provides students 
with prayer group experiences (CURA) and religious retreats through-
out the year, like Kairos, the Busy Student Retreat, and Manresa (the 
Silent Retreat)—all faithful to the Ignatian tradition. 

Office of Campus Ministry is located in McElroy 233, 617-552-
3475. For more information visit www.bc.edu/ministry.

Dining Services 
Graduate students may open an optional Eagle-One account, 

which allows them to use their BC Eagle ID to make purchases at a 
variety of food and retail locations both on and off campus. Optional 
accounts are convenient, pre-paid, declining balance accounts that are 
ideal for graduate and law students. Want to save money? Opening an 
optional Dining Bucks account saves you 10% on every purchase you 
make in a dining hall or outlet such as the Bean Counter or Hillside. 
Dining Bucks are also accepted in vending machines although with no 
discount. These accounts, which are fully refundable if you don’t use 
them, may be opened online any time of the year through the Agora 
Portal.

Disability Services Office
Services for graduate students with hearing, visual, mobility, med-

ical, psychiatric, and temporary disabilities are coordinated through 
the Assistant Dean for Students with Disabilities. Academic support 
services provided to students who provide appropriate documentation 
are individualized and may include, but are not limited to, sign lan-
guage interpreters, CART services, electronic textbooks, extended time  
on exams, alternate testing locations, facilitation of program modifica-
tion, course under-loads, readers, scribes, and note-takers. Additionally, 
parking permits are granted for temporarily disabled students. The 
Assistant Dean works with each student individually to determine the 
appropriate accommodations necessary for the student’s full participa-
tion in college programs and activities. For more information, contact 
Assistant Dean Paulette Durrett at 617-552-3470 or visit www.bc.edu/
disability.

Services and accommodations for students with learning dis-
abilities and Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder are coordinated 
through the Connors Family Learning Center. The Center, located in 
O’Neill Library, provides academic support services and accommoda-
tions to undergraduate and graduate students. The Center’s services are 
extensive and vary depending upon the unique needs of the individual 
student. For more information, contact Dr. Kathy Duggan at 617-552-
8093 or visit www.bc.edu/connors.

Graduate Student Association
The Graduate Student Association (GSA) of Boston College is a 

student-run organization that serves graduate students in the College of 
Arts and Sciences, the Lynch School of Education, the Connell School 
of Nursing, the Graduate School of Social Work, the Carroll School of 
Management, and the School of Theology and Ministry. Additionally, 
the GSA coordinates the functions and activities of the Graduate 
African American, Hispanic, Asian, and Native American Student 

Association (Grad AHANA), and the Graduate International Student 
Association (GISA). The GSA serves two primary purposes: providing 
programming to meet graduate students’ needs, and providing advo-
cacy within the greater Boston College community for issues of import 
to graduate students. Membership in the GSA is open to any graduate 
student in good standing in one of the constituent schools. The GSA 
is lead by an Executive Board consisting of a President, Vice-President, 
and Financial Director, and by a Senate consisting of one member each 
from the constitute schools, Grad AHANA, and GISA. The GSA is 
advised by the Office of Graduate Student Life. GSA offices are located 
in the Murray Graduate Student Center at 292 Hammond Street, 
across Beacon Street from Middle Campus. For more information, 
visit www.bc.edu/gsa.

The Office of Graduate Student Life/John Courtney 
Murray, S.J. Graduate Student Center 

As part of the Division of Student Affairs, the mission of the 
Office of Graduate Student Life is to facilitate student learning and for-
mation in their fullest sense (integrating intellectual, ethical, religious 
and spiritual, and emotional-social development) and to promote an 
inclusive community of engaged learners while advancing the Jesuit 
Catholic heritages and values of Boston College. To this end, the Office 
of Graduate Student Life provides outreach to graduate and profes-
sional students through a variety of programs, services, and advocacy 
efforts. Working together with faculty, staff, and student organizations, 
the Office of Graduate Student Life provides both co-curricular and 
academic support to the graduate student community. 

The John Courtney Murray, S.J. Graduate Student Center is an 
essential component of the Office’s mission, serving as a center of hos-
pitality and community building. It provides a number of services and 
amenities, including a computer lab (printing, network, and wireless 
access), study areas, meeting space, dining and lounge areas, billiards, 
ping pong, and a free DVD lending library for all current graduate 
students. Spaces within the house can be reserved for events and group 
meetings. The Center is located at 292 Hammond Street (just across 
Beacon Street from McElroy).

For more information about programs and services provided by 
the Office of Graduate Student Life, call 617-552-1855 or visit www.
bc.edu/gsc.

University Health Services 
The mission of University Health Services (UHS), is to enhance 

the physical and psychological well being of Boston College students by 
providing multifaceted health care services in the Jesuit tradition of cura 
personalis (care for the entire person). UHS provides a compassionate 
safe haven for those in crisis and improves student learning outcomes 
through modifying health related barriers to learning, enabling full  
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Accessing care from University Health Services is optional for 
graduate students and is available through payment of the Health/
Infirmary fee or on a fee-for-service basis.

All students may have access to the facilities for first aid or in case 
of an emergency.

The Health/Infirmary fee covers medical care provided on campus 
by University Health Services and is not to be confused with medical 
insurance. Massachusetts law requires that all students be covered by 
an Accident and Sickness Insurance Policy so that protection may be 
assured in case of hospitalization or other costly outside medical ser-
vices. See Massachusetts Medical Insurance.

Additional information is available at the University Health 
Services website: www.bc.edu/healthservices. For additional informa-
tion regarding services or insurance, call 617-552-3225 or visit the 
Primary Care Center on the first floor of Cushing Hall.

Immunization
Graduate students registering at the credit levels listed below are 

required to comply with Massachusetts General Laws (the College 
Immunization Law):

School		            Credit Level
Woods College of Advancing Studies—Graduate	   9
College of Arts and Sciences—Graduate			     9
Lynch School of Education—Graduate			     9
Law			    12
Carroll School of Management—Graduate			     9
Connell School of Nursing—Graduate			     9
Graduate School of Social Work			     9
School of Theology and Ministry			     9
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to be granted access to the record as soon as possible and, unless 
the circumstances require the existence of a formal request, an 
oral request may be honored. 
	Whenever an office responsible for maintaining education 
records is unable to respond at once, the student may submit to 
the Office of Student Services, dean, academic department head, 
or other appropriate official a written request that identifies the 
record he or she wishes to inspect. The University official is to 
make arrangements for access, and is to notify the student of 
the time and place the record may be inspected. If the record is 
not maintained by the University official to whom the request 
is submitted, that official is to advise the student of the correct 
official to whom the request is to be addressed. 

•	 The right to request the amendment of the student’s education 
record if the student believes that information contained in his 
or her record is inaccurate, misleading or in violation of his or 
her rights of privacy.
	Any student who believes that information contained in his or 
her education record is inaccurate, misleading, or in violation of 
his or her rights of privacy is to write to the University official 
responsible for the record, clearly identifying the part of the 
record he or she wants changed, and specifying why the record 
should be amended. 
	If the University concludes that the record should not be amend-
ed as requested, the University will notify the student, advise the 
student of his or her right to a hearing and provide information 
about the hearing process. 

•	 The right to consent to the disclosure of personally identifiable 
information contained in the student’s education record, except 
to the extent permitted under FERPA. One exception that  
permits disclosure without consent is disclosure to University 
officials with legitimate educational interests, which may include 
employees in administrative, supervisory, academic or research, 
or support staff position (including law enforcement unit per-
sonnel and health staff); members of the Board of Trustees; and 
students serving on an official committees, such as a disciplinary 
or grievance committees, or assisting another University officials 
in performing their tasks. University officials may also be con-
tractors, consultants, volunteers or other outside parties to whom 
the University has outsourced institutional services or functions 
that would ordinarily be performed by University employees. 
The University may disclose education records without consent 
to officials of other educational institutions that have requested 
the records and in which a student seeks or intends to enroll 
or is already enrolled so long as the disclosure is for purposes 
related to the student’s enrollment or transfer. 

•	 The right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of 
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that occurred on campus and on public property immediately 
adjacent to and accessible from the campus and fires that 
occurred in on-campus housing facilities, and descriptions of the 
campus safety programs and policies, including information  
regarding safety notification and emergency response procedures, 
missing student notification procedures, campus law enforce-
ment, sexual assault programs, and fire safety programs; 

•	 Drug-Free Campus and Workplace Program, including Boston 
College’s standards of conduct and legal sanctions with respect 
to the unlawful possession, use and distribution of illegal drugs 
and alcohol by students, faculty, and staff, including sanctions 
with respect to the unlawful possession, use and distribution of 
illegal drugs and alcohol by students, faculty, and staff, some of 
the health risks and consequences of substance abuse, Boston 
College’s continuing obligation to provide a drug-free workplace 
under the Drug-Free Workplace Act of 1988, and the obligation 
of all individual federal contract and grant recipients to certify 
that grant activity will be drug-free; and

•	 Athletic Program Information, describing how to request a 
report about the University’s athletic programs that includes  
participation rates, financial support, and other information on 
men’s and women’s intercollegiate athletic programs from the 
Office of the Financial Vice President and Treasurer.

Financial Aid
Boston College offers a variety of assistance programs to help stu-
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•	 provide all additional information requested by either the Office 
of Student Services or the agency to which the application was 
submitted. 

•	 read and understand all forms he or she is asked to sign, and 
keep copies of them. 

•	 perform in a satisfactory manner, as determined by the employ-
er, the work that is agreed upon in accepting a Federal Work-
Study job. 

•	 know and comply with the deadlines for applications or reappli-
cations for financial aid. 

•	 	know and comply with the College’s refund procedures. 
•	 notify the Office of Student Services and the lender of a loan 

(e.g., Federal Direct Loan (Stafford)) of any change in name, 
address, or school status. 

•	 	complete the Entrance Interview process if he or she is a new 
loan borrower. 

•	 	complete the Exit Interview process prior to withdrawal or 
graduation. 

Notice ofof
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Summer tuition per credit hour:........................................694
Summer auditor’s fee***—per credit hour:........................347

Woods Graduate College of Advancing Studies 
Tuition per credit hour:.....................................................686

Summer Session** 
Tuition per credit hour:.....................................................686
Auditor’s fee***—per credit hour:......................................343
**Students cross-registering in graduate programs pay tuition rates 

of the school in which they are enrolled.
***Audits are considered fees and are not refundable. Students 

changing from credit to audit receive no refund.

Graduate General Fees*
Acceptance Deposit

Lynch School of Education, Graduate Programs:...............275
Connell School of Nursing, Graduate Programs:...............400
Carroll School of Management,  
Graduate Programs—part-time:.........................................200
Carroll School of Management, 
Graduate Programs—full-time:.......................................1,500
Law School—J.D. Program***:..........................................500 
Law School—LL.M. Program:...........................................500
Graduate School of Social Work........................................200
***Initial deposit due by April 15 with an additional $500 due 

by June 1.
Activity Fee—Per Semester***

500 
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The cancellation schedule that follows will apply to students with-
drawing voluntarily, as well as to students who are dismissed from the 
University for academic or disciplinary reasons.

Graduate Refund Schedule (Excluding Law)
Graduate students (except Law students) withdrawing by the fol-

lowing dates will receive the tuition refund indicated below.
First Semester
•	 by Sept. 12, 2012: 100% of tuition charged is cancelled 
•	 by Sept. 14, 2012: 80% of tuition charged is cancelled 
•	 by Sept. 21, 2012: 60% of tuition charged is cancelled 
•	 by Sept. 28, 2012: 40% of tuition charged is cancelled 
•	 by Oct. 5, 2012: 20% of tuition charged is cancelled 
Second Semester
•	 by Jan. 23, 2013: 100% of tuition charged is cancelled 
•	 by Jan. 25, 2013: 80% of tuition charged is cancelled 
•	 by Feb. 1, 2013: 60% of tuition charged is cancelled 
•	 by Feb. 8, 2013: 40% of tuition charged is cancelled 
•	 by Feb. 15, 2013: 20% of tuition charged is cancelled 

No cancellations are made after the fifth week of classes.

Law Refund Schedule
Law students are subject to the refund schedule outlined below.

First Semester
•	 by Aug. 24, 2012: 100% of tuition charged is cancelled 
•	 by Sept. 7, 2012: 80% of tuition charged is cancelled 
•	 by Sept. 14, 2012: 60% of tuition charged is cancelled 
•	 by Sept. 21, 2012: 40% of tuition charged is cancelled 
•	 by Sept. 28, 2012: 20% of tuition charged is cancelled 
Second Semester
•	 by Jan. 4, 2013: 100% of tuition charged is cancelled 
•	 by Jan. 18, 2013: 80% of tuition charged is cancelled 
•	 by Jan. 25, 2013: 60% of tuition charged is cancelled 
•	 by Feb. 1, 2013: 40% of tuition charged is cancelled 
•	 by Feb. 8, 2013: 20% of tuition charged is cancelled 

Summer Sessions Refund Schedule: All Schools
By the second day of class, 100% of tuition charged is cancelled. 

No cancellation of tuition is made after the second day of class.

Federal Regulations Governing Refunds
If a student does not wish to leave any resulting credit balance on 

his or her account for subsequent use, he or she should request a refund 
through his/her Agora Portal account at portal.bc.edu. If a student has 
a credit balance as a result of Federal Aid and he or she does not request 
a refund, the University will, within two weeks, send the credit balance 
to his/her local address. 

Federal regulations establish procedural guidelines applicable to 
the treatment of refunds whenever the student has been the recipient 
of financial assistance through any program authorized under Title IV 
of the Higher Education Act of 1965. These guidelines pertain to the 
Federal Perkins Loan, the Federal Pell Grant, the Federal Supplemental 
Educational Opportunity Grant, the Federal College Work-Study, 
and the Federal Stafford and PLUS Loan. In such cases, the regula-
tions require that a portion of any refund be returned according to 
federal guidelines. Further, if a student withdraws, the institution must 
determine if any cash disbursement of Title IV funds, made directly to  
the student by the institution for non-instructional purposes, is an  

overpayment that must be repaid to the Title IV program. University 
policy developed to comply with the regulations at Boston College will 
be available upon request from the Office of Student Services.

National Student Clearinghouse
Boston College is a member of the National Student Clearinghouse. 

The National Student Clearinghouse is responsible for the processing 
of Student Loan Deferment forms for Direct Subsidized and Direct 
Unsubsidized, PLUS, and Perkins loans.

Student deferment forms will be sent to the Clearinghouse by the 
Office of Student Services. Students wishing to defer their loans should 
request a deferment form from their lender, fill out the student portion, 
list the semester for which they are deferring, and then turn it into the 
Office of Student Services in Lyons Hall.

Boston College has also authorized the National Student 
Clearinghouse to provide degree and enrollment verifications. 

Contact the Clearinghouse at 703-742-4200 with questions. 
They are on the web at www.studentclearinghouse.org.

Boston College Graduate Degree Programs
Graduate School of Arts and Sciences
Biology: M.S.T., Ph.D.
Chemistry:* M.S., M.S.T., Ph.D.
Classics: M.A.
Economics: M.A., Ph.D.
English: M.A., M.A.T., Ph.D.
French: M.A., M.A.T.
Geology: M.S., M.S.T.
Geophysics: M.S., M.S.T.
Greek: M.A.
Hispanic Studies: M.A.
History: M.A., M.A.T., Ph.D.
Irish Literature and Culture: English, M.A.
Italian: M.A., M.A.T.
Latin: M.A.
Latin and Classical Humanities: M.A.T.
Linguistics: M.A., M.A.T.
Mathematics: M.A., M.S.T., Ph.D.
Philosophy: M.A., Ph.D.
Physics:* M.S., M.S.T., Ph.D.
Political Science: M.A., Ph.D.
Psychology: M.A., Ph.D.
Russian: M.A., M.A.T.
Slavic Studies: M.A., M.A.T.
Sociology: M.A., Ph.D.
Spanish: M.A.T.
Theology: Ph.D. 
*Ph.D. programs in accordance with departmental policy may 
grant Master’s degrees.

Fifth Year Programs—Graduate School of Arts and Sciences
Linguistics: B.A./M.A.
Philosophy: B.A./M.A.
Psychology: B.A./M.A.
Psychology/Social Work: B.A./M.S.W. 
(B.A. Psychology majors only)
Russian: B.A./M.A.
Slavic Studies: B.A./M.A.
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Sociology: B.A./M.A.
Sociology/Social Work: B.A./M.S.W.
Theology: B.A./M.A.
Theology/Pastoral Ministry: B.A./M.A.
Theology/Religious Education: B.A./M.Ed.

Dual Degree Programs—Graduate School of Arts and Sciences
Biology/Management: M.S./M.B.A.
French/Management: M.A./M.B.A.
Geology/Management: M.S./M.B.A.
Geophysics/Management: M.S./M.B.A.
Hispanic Studies/Management: M.A./M.B.A.
Italian/Management: M.A./M.B.A.
Linguistics/Management: M.A./M.B.A.
Mathematics/Management: M.A./M.B.A.
Philosophy: M.A./J.D., Ph.D./J.D.
Political Science/Management: M.A./M.B.A.
Russian/Management: M.A./M.B.A.
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Management/Higher Education: M.B.A./M.A.
Management/Hispanic Studies: M.B.A./M.A.
Management/Italian: M.B.A./M.A.
Management/Law: M.B.A./J.D.
Management/Linguistics: M.B.A./M.A.
Management/Mathematics: M.B.A./M.A.
Management/Nursing: M.B.A./M.S.
Management/Pastoral Ministry: M.B.A./M.A.
Management/Political Science: M.B.A./M.A.
Management/Russian: M.B.A./M.A.
Management/Slavic Studies: M.B.A./M.A.
Management/Social Work: M.B.A./M.S.W.
Management/Sociology: M.B.A./M.A./Ph.D. 
Management/Urban & Environmental Policy and Planning: 
M.B.A/M.A.U.E.P.P. (in conjunction with Tufts University)

Connell School of Nursing, Graduate Programs
Nursing: B.S./M.S., M.S., Ph.D.

Dual Degree Programs—Connell School of Nursing, 
Graduate Programs
Nursing/Management: M.S./M.B.A.
Nursing/Pastoral Ministry: M.S./M.A.

Graduate School of Social Work
Social Work: M.S.W., Ph.D., M.S.W./Ph.D.  

Fifth Year Programs—Graduate School of Social Work
Social Work/Applied Psychology and Human Development: 
B.A./M.S.W.
Social Work/Psychology: B.A./M.S.W.
Social Work/Sociology: B.A./M.S.W.

Dual Degree Programs—Graduate School of Social Work
Social Work/Law: M.S.W./J.D.
Social Work/Management: M.S.W./M.B.A.
Social Work/Pastoral Ministry: M.S.W./M.A. 

Woods Graduate College of Advancing Studies
Administrative Studies: M.S.
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Academic Integrity

Policy and Procedures
The pursuit of knowledge can proceed only when scholars take 

responsibility and receive credit for their work. Recognition of individ-
ual contributions to knowledge and of the intellectual property of others 
builds trust within the University and encourages the sharing of ideas 
that is essential to scholarship. Similarly, the educational process requires 
that individuals present their own ideas and insights for evaluation,  
critique, and eventual reformulation. Presentation of others’ work as 
one’s own is not only intellectual dishonesty, but it also undermines 
the educational process.

Standards
Academic integrity is violated by any dishonest act which is  

committed in an academic context including, but not restricted to the 
following:
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academic integrity and to set the tone and establish guidelines 
for academic integrity within the context of the course, e.g., the 
extent to which collaborative work is appropriate. 

•	 Instructors should discuss why, when, and how students must 
cite sources in their written work. 

•	 Instructors should provide students with a written syllabus or 
other documents prepared for the academic experience that 
states course requirements and, when available, examination 
dates and times. 

•	 Instructors are encouraged to prepare new examinations and 
assignments where appropriate each semester in order to ensure 
that no student obtains an unfair advantage over his or her class-
mates by reviewing exams or assignments from prior semesters. 
If previous examinations are available to some students, faculty  
members should insure that all students in the course have simi-
lar access. Course examinations should be designed to minimize 
the possibility of cheating, and course paper assignments should 
be designed to minimize the possibility of plagiarism. 

•	 Proctors should be present at all examinations, including the 
final examination, and should provide students with an environ-
ment that encourages honesty and prevents dishonesty. 

•	 Faculty should be careful to respect students’ intellectual prop-
erty and the confidentiality of student academic information. 

•	 Assignment of grades, which is the sole responsibility of the 
instructor, should be awarded in a manner fair to all students. 

Academic Deans
The academic deans have overall responsibility for academic 

integrity within their schools which includes the following:
•	 promoting an environment where academic integrity is a priority 

for both students and faculty, 
•	 ensuring that students who are honest are not placed at an unfair 

disadvantage, and 
•	 establishing procedures to adjudicate charges of academic  

dishonesty and to protect the rights of all parties. 

Procedures
Graduate and professional students should refer to their depart-

ment or school for procedures for adjudicating alleged violations of aca-
demic integrity. Penalties for students found responsible for violations 
may depend upon the seriousness and circumstances of the violation, 
the degree of premeditation invoved, and/or the student’s previous 
record of violations. Appeal of decision may be made to the representa-
tive of the department or school whose decision will be final.

Academic Regulations
University-wide academic regulations that pertain to all graduate 

and professional students are presented below. Students are expected to 
become familiar with the regulations that are specific to their school.

To learn about each school’s academic regulations, please refer to 
the following sites:

Graduate School of Arts and Sciences
www.bc.edu/schools/gsas/policies.html
Lynch School of Education, Graduate Programs
Master’s Students: www.bc.edu/content/bc/schools/lsoe/ 
academics/Graduate/masters_policies.html 
Doctoral Students: www.bc.edu/content/bc/schools/lsoe/ 
academics/Graduate/phd_policies.html 

Carroll School of Management, Graduate Programs
www.bc.edu/content/dam/files/schools/csom_sites/
graduate/2012-13GSOMhandbook.pdf 
Connell School of Nursing, Graduate Programs
www.bc.edu/content/dam/files/schools/son/pdf2/ 
gradhandbook_12-13.pdf
Graduate School of Social Work
www.bc.edu/schools/gssw/academics/academic-policies.html
Law School
www.bc.edu/content/dam/files/schools/law/pdf/academics/ 
academic_policies_procedures2012-13.pdf
School of Theology and Ministry
www.bc.edu/content/bc/schools/stm/acadprog/stmserv/ 
acadpol.html 
Woods College of Advancing Studies
www.bc.edu/content/bc/schools/advstudies/master/policies.html
Academic Regulations are effective from September of the current 

academic year (2012–2013) except where a different date is explicitly 
stated. If there have been changes in the Academic Regulations since 
a readmitted student was last enrolled, the Academic Regulations in 
effect at the time of the student’s readmission will apply unless the dean 
or designee decide differently.

Academic Grievances
Any graduate or professional student who believes he or she has 

been treated unfairly in academic matters should consult with the faculty 
member or administrator designated by their school to discuss the situ-
ation and to obtain information about relevant grievance policies and 
procedures. GSAS-specific policy is located at www.bc.edu/content/bc/
schools/gsas/policies.html#academic%20grievances.

Academic Record
A record of each graduate or professional student’s academic work 

is prepared and maintained permanently by the Office of Student 
Services. Student academic records are sealed at the time the degree is 
conferred. After this date changes may not be made, with the exception 
of errors or omissions. 

Attendance
Graduate and professional students are expected to meet course 

requirements in classes, internships, and practica as specified in the 
syllabus or document prepared explicitly for the academic experience. 
A student who is absent repeatedly from these academic experiences 
will be evaluated by the responsible faculty member and/or designated 
supervisor(s) to ascertain the student’s ability to continue in the course 
and to achieve course objectives. 

Professors may include, as part of the semester’s grades, marks for 
the quality and quantity of the student’s participation in the course.

Professors will announce, reasonably well in advance, tests, exami-
nations and other forms of assessment based on the material covered in 
the course, as well as other assigned material. A student who is absent 
from a course is responsible for obtaining knowledge of what happened 
in the course, especially information about announced tests, papers, or 
other assignments. 

A student who is absent from a course on the day of a previously 
announced examination, including the final examination, is not enti-
tled, as a matter of right, to make up what was missed. The professor 
involved is free to decide whether a makeup will be allowed.
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Associate Dean for Academic and Student Services. A grade of “P” has 
no effect on the GPA, but if a student fails a course that is being taken 
on a pass/fail basis, the grade of “F” is calculated into the GPA.

GSAS Policy: www.bc.edu/content/bc/schools/gsas/policies.html 
#Pass/Fail%20Options.

Good Standing
Grades, satisfactory performance in internships and practica, and 

timely completion of degree requirements determine a student’s good 
standing in his or her program. Students should be informed in a timely 
manner if their good standing is in jeopardy and the conditions needed 
to maintain or establish good standing.

As part of their regular departmental evaluations, students in the 
Graduate School of Arts and Sciences are expected to maintain a mini-
mum cumulative average of 3.0. In their evaluation of student academic 
standing, departments may require a higher cumulative average.

GSAS Policy: www.bc.edu/content/bc/schools/gsas/policies.html 
#academic%20standing.

Graduation
The University awards degrees in May, August, and December 

of each year except to students in the Law School where degrees are 
conferred in May and December. Commencement ceremonies are 
held only in May. Students who have completed all requirements for 
the degree before a specific graduation date are eligible to receive the 
degree as of the university’s next official graduation date. A diploma 
will not be dated before all work is completed. Students who graduate 
in December or August may participate in commencement exercises 
the following May.

In order to ensure timely clearance, all students who plan to 
graduate should confirm their diploma names online through their 
Agora Portal at portal.bc.edu by the following dates: 
•	 Last day of drop/add in January for May graduation 
•	 May 1 for August graduation 
•	 Last day of drop/add in September for December graduation 

Leave of Absence
Voluntary Leave of Absence

Graduate students who do not register for course work, Thesis or 
Dissertation Direction, or Interim Study in any given semester must 
request a leave of absence for that semester. Leaves of absence are not 
usually granted for more than two semesters at a time, and are rarely 
granted for students on Doctoral Continuation. Students may apply 
for a personal or medical leave of absence. As described below, appro-
priate documentation is required for a medical leave of absence.

Students may obtain a personal or medical leave of absence form 
online at www.bc.edu/studentservices and submit it for their school’s 
Associate Dean’s approval.

Leave time for either a personal or medical leave of absence will 
normally be considered a portion of the total time limit for the degree 
unless the contrary is decided upon initially between the student and 
the Associate Dean. 

Personal Leave of Absence
Students on an approved personal leave of absence should contact 

the Associate Dean’s Office at least six weeks prior to the semester in 
which they expect to re-enroll. The appropriate Associate Dean will 
make the decision on the readmission request.

designated by the department or school, preferably prior to the exami-
nation date, to inform them of their situation and to make alternative 
arrangements if granted permission to do so.

Foreign Language Requirement
Students in the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences should con-

sult their department for specific policies regarding foreign language 
requirements.

Grading
In each graduate course, in which a graduate or professional stu-

dent is registered for graduate credit, the student will receive one of the 
following grades at the end of the semester: A, A-, B+, B, B-, C, F, W,J, 
U, P, or I. The high passing grade of A is awarded for superior work. 
The passing grade of B is awarded for work that clearly is satisfactory 
at the graduate level. The low passing grade of C is awarded for work 
that is minimally acceptable at the graduate level. The failing grade of 
F is awarded for work that is unsatisfactory.

A pass/fail option is available for a limited number of courses. A 
U grade is recorded for ungraded courses such as doctoral continuation.

Grading Scale
In computing averages, the following numerical equivalents are 

used. The entire grading scale is not used by all schools.
•	 A 4.00 
•	 A- 3.67
•	 B+ 3.33
•	 B 3.00
•	 B- 2.67
•	 C+ 2.33
•	 C 2.00
•	 C- 1.67
•	 D+ 1.33
•	 D 1.00
•	 D- .67 
•	 F .00 
•	 P No effect on GPA
•	 U No effect on GPA 

Grade Changes
Grade changes should be made only for exceptional reasons. The 

grades submitted by faculty at the end of each semester are considered 
final unless the faculty member has granted the student an Incomplete.

Incompletes may be granted to provide a student time to finish 
his or her course work after the date set for the course examination or 
in the course syllabus. Incompletes should only be granted for serious 
reasons, e.g., illness, and only when the student has been able to com-
plete most of the course work but is missing a specific assignment, e.g., 
a final paper, an examination, etc. Incompletes are not to be granted to 
allow the student to complete a major portion of the course work after 
the end of the semester.

All I grades will automatically be changed to F on March 1 for the 
fall, August 1 for the spring, and October 1 for the summer except for 
students in the Graduate School of Social Work and the Law School.

Pass/Fail Electives
Students in the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences may not 

take courses counting toward the degree pass/fail. A pass/fail option is 
available for a limited number of other courses when approved by the 
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in University records. Students should review their address record for 
accuracy at the beginning of each semester and again soon after submit-
ting any corrections.

Email:
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Junona F. Moroianu, Associate Professor; B.S., Ion Creanga 
University; M.S., University of Bucharest; Ph.D., Rockefeller 
University 

Clare O’Connor, Associate Professor; B.S., Ph.D., Purdue University 
William H. Petri, Associate Professor; A.B., Ph.D., University of 
California, Berkeley 

Hugh P. Cam, Assistant Professor; B.S., University of Texas, Austin; 
Ph.D., Harvard University

Michelle M. Meyer, Assistant Professor; B.S., Rice University; Ph.D., 
California Institute of Technology

Robert J. Wolff, Adjunct Associate Professor; B.A., Lafayette College; 
Ph.D., Tufts University

Joseph Burdo, Adjunct Assistant Professor; B.S., Western Michigan 
University; Ph.D., Penn State College of Medicine 
Contacts
•	 Graduate Program Director: Charles Hoffman,  

hoffmacs@bc.edu 
•	 	Department and Graduate Program Administrator: Peter 

Marino, marinope@bc.edu
•	 	Technology Coordinator: Andrew Pope, tc.bio@bc.edu
•	 	Administrative Assistant: Diane Butera, buterada@bc.edu
•	 	Office Coordinator: Collette McLaughlin, kelleysc@bc.edu
•	 617-552-3540 
•	 www.bc.edu/biology

Graduate Program Description
The Biology Department offers courses leading to the degree of 

Doctor of Philosophy as well as a joint B.S./M.S. degree. The Master of 
Science in Teaching (M.S.T.) degree is administered through the Lynch 
School of Education in cooperation with the Biology Department. 

Those seeking admission to the graduate program should have a 
bachelor’s degree and undergraduate coursework in calculus, physics, 
biochemistry, biology and chemistry, including organic chemistry. 
Deficiencies in preparation as noted by the Admissions Committee 
may be made up in the graduate school. 

The Ph.D. program does not require a specific number of gradu-
ate credits. The minimum curriculum for Ph.D. students consists of 
five core courses in genetics, biochemistry, molecular biology, cell 
biology, and bioinformatics (BI 611, BI 612, BI 614, BI 615, BI 
616); four additional graduate level (500 or higher) biology-approved 
courses, and BI 880 Responsible Conduct of Research (beginning 
with students who entered into the program in 2012F). Students may 
petition the graduate program committee to substitute courses when 
appropriate for their course of study. Ph.D. students are required to 
do three 10-week research rotations in their first year in the program. 
In addition, to advance to candidacy for the doctoral degree, students 
must pass a comprehensive examination and defend a research proposal 
during their second year. 

Both Ph.D. and B.S./M.S. students are required to attend depart-
mental colloquia (usually Tuesday afternoons). The degree requires 
the presentation and oral defense of a thesis based on original research 
conducted under the guidance of a Biology Department faculty mem-
ber. Ph.D. students are also expected to participate in teaching under-
graduate courses during their course of studies for at least one semester. 

For the M.S.T. degree, course requirements vary depending upon 
the candidate’s prior teaching experience; however, all master’s pro-
grams leading to certification in secondary education include practical 

Tuition Scholarships
Tuition scholarships are awarded to a limited number of students 

based on academic achievement and promise.

Procedures for Financial Aid Recipients
At the opening of each school year, or at whatever other time 

financial aid may be awarded, recipients of fellowships and assistant-
ships must report to the Graduate Admissions Office to fill out person-
nel and tax information forms.

An aid recipient who relinquishes a fellowship, assistantship, or a 
tuition scholarship must report this matter in writing to the department 
chairperson and to the dean. These awards may be discontinued at any 
time during an academic year if either the academic performance or 
in-service assistance is of an unsatisfactory character. They may also be 
discontinued for conduct injurious to the reputation of the University.

Other Sources of Financial Aid
Students interested in other sources of financial aid, such as work-

study funds and various loan programs, should inquire in the Office of 
Student Services where all such aid is administered. Refer to the earlier 
section on financial aid in this catalog.

Biology
Faculty
Joseph Orlando, Associate Professor Emeritus; B.S., Merrimack 
College; M.S., North Carolina State College; Ph.D., University of 
California, Berkeley 

Anthony T. Annunziato, Professor; B.S., Boston College; M.S., 
Ph.D., University of Massachusetts, Amherst

David Burgess, Professor; B.S., M.S., California State Polytechnic 
University; Ph.D., University of California, Davis

Thomas Chiles, Professor; Chairperson of the Department; B.S., 
Ph.D., University of Florida

Peter Clote, Professor; B.S., Massachusetts Institute of Technology; 
M.A., Ph.D., Duke University

Charles S. Hoffman, Professor; S.B., Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology; Ph.D., Tufts University

Daniel Kirschner, Professor; B.A., Western Reserve University; 
Ph.D., Harvard University

Marc A.T. Muskavitch, Professor; B.S., University of Wisconsin, 
Madison; Ph.D., Stanford University

Thomas N. Seyfried, Professor; B.A., St. Francis College; M.S., 
Illinois State University; Ph.D., University of Illinois

Kenneth C. Williams, Professor; B.A., Northland College; M.A., 
University of Hartford; Ph.D., McGill University

Mary Kathleen Dunn, Associate Professor; B.A., University of 
Kansas; M.S., Michigan State University; Ph.D., University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill

Marc-Jan Gubbels, Associate Professor; B.SC., M.Sc., Wageningen 
Agricultural University, Ph.D., Utrecht University 

Laura Hake, Associate Professor; B.A., University of Tennessee; Ph.D., 
Tufts University

Gabor T. Marth, Associate Professor; B.S., M.S., Technical University 
of Budapest; D.Sc., Washington University, St. Louis
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flora in immune responses and pathogenesis, AIDS pathogenesis, vac-
cines, and cutting edge technological approaches to immune therapy. 
Reading materials will consist of a basic immunology text, classical 
primary papers, and research reports. The course evaluation will consist 
of grades from a mid-term and final, written papers and reflections on 
assigned readings, class presentations, and class participation.
Kenneth Williams
BI 527 Neurobiology of Disease (Fall: 3)
Prerequisite: BI 481

This course will delve into the effects of neurological and neuro-
degenerative diseases such as Alzheimer’s disease, Parkinson’s disease, 
and Multiple Sclerosis, on human behavior and CNS physiology and 
anatomy. The course will draw on current primary and review litera-
ture for background readings as well as Web conferencing to connect 
personally with the authors who have performed and published the 
cutting edge research. This will allow the students a deeper understand-
ing of the particular disease, as well as the process of scientific research 
and current laboratory techniques available to study the molecular and 
cellular underpinnings of these diseases.
Joseph Burdo
BI 535 Structural Biochemistry of Neurological Diseases (Spring: 3)
Prerequisite: BI 435 or CH 561

The goal of structural biology is to relate molecular form to 
biological function. Characterizing biological processes in terms of the 
molecular structures and interactions of their constituents is accom-
plished using methods including: x-ray crystallography, and fiber and 
membrane diffraction; NMR spectroscopy; light and electron micros-
copy, and atomic force microscopy; computation; and modern molecu-
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Chemistry
Faculty
Joseph Bornstein, Professor Emeritus; B.S., Boston College; Ph.D., 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

Michael J. Clarke,
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The recent developments in the emerging field of chemical biology will 
be discussed in depth. Due to lack of an appropriate textbook, primary 
literature will be used extensively in this course.
Jianmin Gao
CH 680 Advanced Quantum and Statistical Mechanics (Fall/Spring: 3)
Prerequisites: CH 576, Calculus II

In quantum mechanics, topics covered will be particle-in-box, 
harmonic oscillator, rigid rotor, approximation methods, electron spin, 
time-dependent perturbation theory, vibrational and rotational spec-
troscopy. In statistical mechanics, topics covered will be canonical and 
grand canonical ensembles and its application to ideal gas, Bose and 
Fermi systems, and various problems in liquids and solid state physics.
Udayan Mohanty

Graduate Course Offerings
CH 676 Physical Chemistry: Principles and Applications (Fall: 3)

New developments and directions of physical chemistry will be 
discussed. We will focus on the emerging field of nanotechnology and 
talk about the novel synthesis, unique properties, and promising appli-
cations of nanoscale materials, all within the context of broadly defined 
physical chemistry. Concepts such as nucleation and phase transitions 
will be embedded in specific examples and various advanced tools for 
material chemistry characterizations will be introduced toward the end 
of the class.
Frank Tsung
CH 799-800 Readings and Research I and II (Fall/Spring: 3)
Lab fee required

Courses required of Ph.D. matriculants for each semester of 
research.
The Department
CH 801 Thesis Seminar (Fall/Spring: 3)
Lab fee required

This course is designed for M.S. candidates and includes a 
research problem requiring a thorough literature search and an original 
investigation under the guidance of a faculty member.
The Department
CH 802 Thesis Direction (Fall/Spring: 0)

A non-credit course for those who have received six credits for 
Thesis Seminar but who have not finished their thesis. This course 
must be registered for and the continuation fee paid each semester until 
the thesis is completed.
The Department
CH 805-806 Departmental Seminar I and II (Fall/Spring: 1)

These are a series of research seminars by leading scientists, both 
from within the department and from other institutions, that are pre-
sented on a regular (usually weekly) basis.
The Department
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of the strengths and weaknesses of their undergraduate education 
(including course and non-course experience), and their graduate study 
interests and current post-degree plans. Graduate Record Exam (gen-
eral) scores are required. Applications may be made at any time, but, 
to be assured of consideration for September admission, they should 
be received by May 1. Applications from those applying for financial 
aid and assistantships for September should be completed by February 
15. Later applications will be considered for financial aid if funding is 
available.
M.S. Degree Requirements

No fixed curriculum is prescribed for the M.S. degree. Instead, a 
course and research program that is consistent with the student’s back-
ground and professional objectives are developed by the student and 
his or her faculty advisory committee. The graduate program assumes 
a basic undergraduate foundation in the geosciences. Students lacking 
such a background may be required to complete certain subjects at the 
undergraduate level before or during their graduate program. Master’s 
candidates in either Geology or Geophysics must complete or have 
completed two-semester (or equivalent) courses in calculus, physics, 
and chemistry. 

A minimum of ten courses (numbered 300 or above), approved 
by the student’s faculty advisory committee, must be completed in 
addition to a research thesis for graduation. Graduate level mul-
tidisciplinary Earth Systems Seminars are offered annually by the 
Department on different topics. Beginning graduate students are 
required to take the Earth Systems Seminar. A maximum of two thesis 
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and other planets. Methods of digital image processing and enhance-
ment are discussed. Grades are based on projects that will consist of 
written reports, maps, processed digital images, and interpretive cross 
sections.
Noah P. Snyder
GE 535 Coastal Processes (Spring: 3)
Prerequisite: Calculus and physics are recommended
Offered biennially

This course is a study of the physical and geological processes 
responsible for the formation and evolution of coastal environments. 
The course takes a morphodynamic approach by studying the coupled 
suite of hydrodynamic processes, seafloor morphologies, and sequences 
of change. Topics to be covered include: classification of coasts, sea  
level change, shallow water physical oceanography and sediment trans-
port, and coastal environments (barrier islands and beaches, deltas, 
estuaries). Includes problem sets and field trip(s) to the coast.
Gail C. Kineke

Graduate Course Offerings
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Christopher Maxwell, Adjunct Associate Professor; B.A., University of 
Pennsylvania; Ph.D., Harvard University 
Contacts
•	 Director of Graduate Studies: Richard Tresch, 617-552-3671, 

tresch@bc.edu
•	 	Graduate Program Assistant: Gail Sullivan, 617-552-3683,  

sullidde@bc.edu
•	 Administrative Assistant: Kathy Tubman, 617-552-3670,  

tubman@bc.edu
•	 www.bc.edu/economics

Graduate Program Description
Ph.D. Program

The graduate program in economics is designed for full-time 
students who are seeking a Ph.D. The program trains economists for 
careers in teaching, research, and the private sector by providing strong 
backgrounds in economic theory, quantitative research methods, and 
applied fields. Requirements include course work, comprehensive 
examinations, a thesis, and a 1-year residence requirement. The course 
requirements consist of a first-year core curriculum and eight elec-
tives, for a total of 48 credits. The first-year program consists of core 
courses in Micro Theory (EC 740, 741), Macro Theory (EC 750, 
751), Mathematics for Economists (EC 720), Statistics (EC 770), and 
Econometrics (EC 771). The second year is devoted to electives. In 
addition to the Department’s own electives, students may take courses 
in the Carroll School of Management’s Ph.D. program in Finance. All 
courses accepted for the degree are worth three credits, with the excep-
tion of the three courses taken in the second semester of the first year: 
EC 741, EC 751, and EC 771. These three courses are each worth 4 
credits. 

Students are required to pass written comprehensive examina-
tions in micro theory, macro theory, and in two of the following 
fields: econometric theory, applied econometrics, industrial organiza-
tion, international economics, international trade and development, 
international finance and macroeconomics, labor economics, monetary 
economics, public sector economics, advanced micro theory, advanced 
macro theory, and finance. Each exam is based on a 2-course sequence 
on the subject matter. The micro and macro comprehensives are 
offered twice each year in late May and late August. Students gener-
ally take them immediately after the first year and begin to write field 
comprehensives at the end of the second year.

All students accepted to the program are offered financial aid 
including tuition remission. A student can expect continued financial 
support for five years as long as the student achieves satisfactory prog-
ress toward the Ph.D. More information about the Ph.D. program and 
financial aid opportunities can be found at the graduate program menu 
option at www.bc.edu/economics.
Admission Information

An on-line application for your convenience is located at  
gsas.bc.edu. Requests for paper applications for admission should be 
addressed to Boston College, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, 
Office of Graduate Admissions, Gasson 108, 140 Commonwealth 
Avenue, Chestnut Hill, MA 02467, or send an e-mail request to gsasin-
fo@bc.edu. Any questions regarding admission requirements should be 
directed toward gsasinfo@bc.edu. For further information regarding 
the Ph.D. program, send an e-mail to Gail Sullivan at sullidde@bc.edu. 

Marvin Kraus, Professor; B.S., Purdue University; Ph.D., University 
of Minnesota

Arthur Lewbel, Professor; B.S., Ph.D., Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology

Alicia Munnell, Professor; B.A., Wellsley College; Ph.D. Harvard 
University

William B. Neenan, S.J., Professor and Vice President; A.B., A.M., 
S.T.L., St. Louis University; Ph.D., University of Michigan

Joseph F. Quinn, Professor; A.B., Amherst College; Ph.D., 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Fabio Schiantarelli, Professor; B.S., Universita Bocconi, Italuin4 571.6098 Tm
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Mary Thomas Crane, Thomas F. Rattigan Professor; A.B., Harvard 
College; A.M., Ph.D., Harvard University

Elizabeth Graver, Professor; B.A., Wesleyan University; M.F.A., 
Washington University

Dayton W. Haskin, Professor; A.B., University of Detroit; A.M., 
Northwestern University; B.D., University of London; Ph.D., Yale 
University

Elizabeth Kowaleski Wallace, Professor; B.A., Trinity College; M.A., 
M.Phil., Ph.D., Columbia University

Paul Lewis, Professor; A.B., City College of New York; A.M., 
University of Manitoba; Ph.D., University of New Hampshire

Robin R. Lydenberg, Professor; A.B., Barnard College; A.M., Ph.D., 
Cornell University

Paul Mariani, University Professor of English; B.A., Manhattan 
College; M.A., Colgate; Ph.D., CUNY

Suzanne M. Matson, Professor; Chairperson of the Department; B.A., 
Portland State University; M.A., Ph.D., University of Washington

Kevin Ohi, Professor; B.A., Williams College; M.A., Ph.D., Cornell 
University

Philip T. O’Leary, Professor; A.B., College of the Holy Cross; Ph.D., 
Harvard University

Frances L. Restuccia, Professor; B.A., M.A., Occidental College; 
Ph.D., University of California at Berkeley

Alan Richardson, Professor; A.B., Princeton University; A.M., Ph.D., 
Harvard University

Carlo Rotella, Professor; B.A., Wesleyan University; M.A., Ph.D., 
Yale University

Maxim D. Shrayer, Professor; B.A., Brown University; M.A., Rutgers 
University; M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D., Yale University

Laura Tanner, Professor; B.A., Colgate University; Ph.D., University 
of Pennsylvania

Christopher P. Wilson, Professor; A.B., Princeton University; Ph.D., 
Yale University

Caroline Bicks, Associate Professor; A.B., Harvard University; Ph.D., 
Stanford University

Amy Boesky, Associate Professor; B.A., Harvard College; M.Phil., 
University of Oxford; Ph.D., Harvard University

Robert L. Chibka, Associate Professor; B.A., Yale University; M.F.A., 
University of Iowa; M.A., Ph.D., Cornell University

Paul C. Doherty, Associate Professor; A.B., College of the Holy Cross; 
A.M., Boston University; Ph.D., University of Missouri

Rhonda Frederick, Associate Professor; B.A., M.A., Ph.D., University 
of Pennsylvania

Marjorie Howes, Associate Professor;
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•	 	Staff Assistant: Cara Burke, 617-552-8281, burkeik@bc.edu
•	 www.bc.edu/english
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two translation examinations in which a short text must be translated 
adequately (with use of a dictionary) in two hours. The second involves 
submitting a paper in which knowledge of the foreign language is used 
to work out a literary question, or translating a substantial critical or 
literary text currently unavailable in English. Commonly, enrollment 
in language courses or in graduate electives on translation, accompany 
the completion of the assignment.
Examinations

Each student will direct a course of study toward completion of 
three examinations—a minor field exam by the end of the second year, 
a major field exam, and a dissertation field exam. 

The minor field examination normally runs one and one-half 
hours and may focus on an author, historical period, theoretical field, 
or genre. The major field examination is broader in scope and consists 
of a two-hour oral examination usually on a period or genre. The dis-
sertation field exam, two and one-half hours long, explores a topical 
area in which the dissertation is likely to take place. All examinations 
are graded according to the university scale for graduate examinations. 
Prospectus, Dissertation, and Defense

After completing the dissertation field exam, the student writes a 
prospectus in consultation with his or her dissertation director describ-
ing the dissertation topic and including a working bibliographw 9 0 0 9 MCID  9 MC or  1 Tf
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post-Emancipation notions of freedom, life under Jim Crow, and the 
influence of oral and vernacular culture on black literature, we will also 
consider how fiction has responded to recent Caribbean and African 
migration, the exploding rate of black incarceration, and the “War on 
Terror.”
Cynthia Young
EN 739 Major Irish Writers (Spring: 3)
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include the gendered body; appetite and its regulation; virginity; devi-
ance; the reproductive body; colonial bodies and foreign “tongues;”  
anatomical practices; melancholy; prayer, penance, and political mar-
tyrdom. Readings will include works by Donne, Shakespeare, Herbert, 
Harvey, Milton, and Charles I. One presentation and two papers 
required.
Amy Boesky
EN 787 Ireland: The Colonial Context (Fall: 3)

As Seamus Deane asserts, “Ireland is the only Western European 
country that has had both an early and a late colonial experience.” This 
course spans the major cultural and historical moments and surveys the 
associated literary production connecting these experiences: from the 
Elizabethan plantations to post-independent Ireland’s decolonization. 
The main objective is to evaluate how Irish culture manifests and/or 
resists the colonial encounter. Particular attention is paid to the issues  
of language and authority, and to representations of place, gender, and 
identity. Students engage with a wide variety of writers and cultural 
critics.
James Smith
EN 800 Irish Gothic (Spring: 3)

Ghosts and vampires, lunatics and criminals, human corruption 
and supernatural punishment: these things have fascinated generations 
of Irish writers and readers. This seminar will investigate why Ireland 
produced such a rich tradition of Gothic literature, beginning in the 
early nineteenth century and continuing right up to the present. We 
will also explore various critical and theoretical approaches to the genre: 
political, historical, psychological, sexual, and religious. Writers to be 
studied include Maria Edgeworth, Sheridan LeFanu, Charles Meu-rcal, sMn.5(the )]TJ
ET
EMC 
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Students planning to pursue a career in teaching may choose an 
alternative, teaching-focused comprehensive exam. This would require 
the student to present and defend a portfolio before their faculty advi-
sor and a professor from the minor field. The portfolio would include, 
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HS 417 The Politics and Literature of the Irish Nation, 1800-1922 
(Spring: 3)
Prerequisites: Any two semesters of HS 001-094
Cross listed with EN 506
Offered periodically
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HS 526 Law and American Society (Fall: 3)
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topics include the territorial expansion of the American empire, the 
development of—and debate over—constitutional powers, and the 
struggle for American markets in Asia and elsewhere.
Seth Jacobs

Graduate Course Offerings
HS 799 Readings and Research (Fall/Spring: 3)
Prerequisites: Permission of instructor, graduate student standing 
Graduate students who wish to pursue a semester of independent read-
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HS 978 Seminar: Twentieth Century U.S. History (Spring: 3)
Prerequisite: Graduate student standing
Offered periodically

This course is designed to allow students to explore in depth a 
topic of interest in the history of the United States in the twentieth 
century. Based on extensive research in archival and other primary 
sources, students will prepare a substantial research paper, suitable for 
publication in a scholarly journal. In addition, students will complete 
a number of research exercises, designed to improve their skills in the 
identification and interpretation of historical sources. Students will read 
and critique drafts of one another’s work, and each student will make 
a presentation of their paper in the format of a scholarly conference.
James O’Toole
HS 992 Dissertation Seminar (Spring: 3)

The aim of this course is to bring together students beginning 
dissertations in various fields to discuss the substance of their research 
and problems of theory, method, and organization. Students will be 
expected to report on their dissertation proposal and to present, by the 
end of the semester, a section of the dissertation itself.
Heather Cox Richardson
HS 997 Dissertation Workshop (Fall/Spring: 1)

All history graduate students, except non-resident students, who 
have finished their comprehensive examinations are required to enroll 
in the Dissertation Workshop.
The Department
HS 998 Doctoral Comprehensives (Fall/Spring: 1)
The Department
HS 999 Doctoral Continuation (Fall/Spring: 1)
The Department

Mathematics
Faculty
Gerald G. Bilodeau, Professor Emeritus; B.A., University of Maine; 
A.M., Ph.D., Harvard University

Paul R. Thie, Professor Emeritus; B.S., Canisius College; Ph.D., 
University of Notre Dame

Gerard E. Keough, Associate Professor Emeritus; A.B., Boston College; 
Ph.D., Indiana University

Joseph F. Krebs, Assistant Professor Emeritus; A.B., M.A., Boston 
College

Avner Ash, Professor; A.B., Ph.D., Harvard University

Jenny A. Baglivo, Professor; B.A., Fordham University; M.A., M.S., 
Ph.D., Syracuse University

Martin J. Bridgeman, Professor; B.A., Trinity College, Dublin; M.A., 
Ph.D., Princeton University

Solomon Friedberg, Professor; Chairperson of the Department; 
B.A., University of California, San Diego; M.S., Ph.D., University of 
Chicago

Benjamin Howard, Professor; B.S., University of Chicago; M.S., 
Ph.D., Stanford University

Margaret J. Kenney, Professor; B.S., M.A., Boston College; Ph.D., 
Boston University

G. Robert Meyerhoff, Professor; A.B., Brown University; Ph.D., 
Princeton University

HS 882 Global Migration and Diaspora (Fall: 3)
The world has experienced an upsurge in migration in recent 

decades, which many commentators see as part of a new process of 
globalization. But, just as the origins of globalization go back several 
centuries, the nature of contemporary migration cannot be understood 
outside its deeper historical context. Mass migration has been central to 
human history from the very beginning. This graduate readings course, 
based on historiographical analysis rather than primary research, will 
examine the history of migration from its origins to the present, with 
coverage of all main areas and a particular emphasis on the concept of 
diaspora.
Kevin Kenny
HS 888 Interim Study (Fall/Spring: 0)
The Department
HS 897 Core Colloquium: Modern European History (Fall: 3)
Prerequisite: Graduate student standing
Required for all incoming Ph.D. students

This colloquium will serve as a broad introduction to major 
themes, controversies, and historiographic developments in modern 
European history. The focus will be largely upon social and economic 
history.
Devin Pendas
HS 921 Seminar: Medieval History (Spring: 3)
Prerequisite: Graduate student standing
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consists of core courses in Algebra (MT 806, MT 807), Geometry/ 
Topology (MT 808, MT 809), Real Analysis (MT 810), Complex 
Analysis (MT 811), Graduate Teaching Seminar (MT 890), and 
Graduate Research Seminar (MT 892). The second year is devoted to 
electives. Students with prior comparable coursework may be exempted 
from one or more of the first-year graduate courses, upon approval of 
the Assistant Chair for Graduate Programs. Up to 18 credit hours of 
the coursework requirement may be waived for students with prior 
graduate work, upon approval of the Assistant Chair for Graduate 
Programs.

Examinations: There are three types of examinations: Preliminary, 
Language, and Comprehensive. 

Preliminary: All students must take preliminary exams in two 
of the three following subjects: Real and Complex Analysis; Algebra; 
Geometry and Topology. These exams cover the material in the core 
first-year courses, and are typically taken at the end of May following 
the first year. They may also be taken at the start of the academic year 
and in mid-year. Preliminary exams are graded as follows: Ph.D. pass, 
M.A. pass, or fail. Students are strongly encouraged to complete two 
preliminary examinations at the Ph.D. pass level by the start of their 
second year. The following two rules apply: (1) Students may re-take 
each preliminary exam once. (2) Students must pass two preliminary 
examinations at the Ph.D. pass level by the middle of their second year 
in order to continue in the program after their second year. Exceptions 
to these two rules require the approval of the Chair, who will consult 
the Assistant Chair for Graduate Programs and the student’s instructors 
before arriving at a decision. Exceptions will be granted when there is 
clear evidence of potential to complete a degree in a timely way, or for 
special circumstances such as extended illness. A student with advanced 
preparation may choose to take one or more of the preliminary exami-
nations immediately upon entering Boston College. In such a case, the 
examination would not count as one of the student’s two attempts, 
and failure of the examination would have no negative consequences. 
Students who wish to take an examination upon entrance should notify 
the Assistant Chair for Graduate Programs in writing by mid-July that 
they intend to do so.

Language: This exam consists of translating mathematics from 
French or German into English. The student will select, in consulta-
tion with a faculty member, a book or substantial article in the chosen 
language and will be asked to translate passages from it with the aid of 
a dictionary.

Doctoral Comprehensive: After passing the preliminary exams at 
the Ph.D. level, the student requests that a department faculty member 
(tenured or tenure-track) serve as their research advisor. Upon agree-
ment of the faculty member, the student, in consultation with the 
research advisor, forms a Comprehensive Examination Committee, 
consisting of the research advisor and at least two other members. Two 
members must be from Boston College; the chair must be a tenured or  
tenure-track member of the departmental faculty. Committee composi-
tion is subject to departmental approval. The comprehensive exam can 
be taken any time after the Comprehensive Examination Committee  
has been chosen. We recommend that it be taken as soon as possible, 
to allow time for dissertation research. The doctoral comprehensive  
exam consists of a research topic and one secondary topic, chosen by 
the student in consultation with the student’s Committee. Typically  
 
 

Mark Reeder, Professor; B.A., Humboldt State University; M.S., 
University of Oregon; Ph.D., Ohio State University

Daniel W. Chambers, Associate Professor; B.S., University of Notre 
Dame; A.M., Ph.D., University of Maryland

C.K. Cheung, Associate Professor; B.Sc., University of Hong Kong; 
Ph.D., University of California at Berkeley

Robert H. Gross, Associate Professor; A.B., Princeton University; 
Ph.D., Massachusetts Institute of Technology

William J. Keane, Associate Professor; A.B., Boston College; M.S., 
Ph.D., University of Notre Dame

Tao Li, Associate Professor; B.S., Peking University; Ph.D., California 
Institute of Technology

Rennie Mirollo, Associate Professor; B.A., Columbia College; Ph.D., 
Harvard University

Nancy E. Rallis, 
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the following: Mesopotamian and Egyptian mathematics, Greek 
geometry, the axiomatic method, history of the parallel postulate, the 
Lobachevskian plane, Hilbert’s axioms for Euclidean geometry, elliptic 
and projective geometry, the trigonometric formulas, models, and 
geometry and the study of physical space.
MT 480 Topics in Mathematics (Spring: 3)
Prerequisite: Varies by topics covered
MT 806-807 Algebra I and II (Fall/Spring: 3)

These courses will cover the following topics: Group Theory 
(Group actions, Sylow, Nilpotent/Solvable, simple groups, Jordan-
Holder series, presentations); commutative algebra (uniqueness of 
factorization, Jordan decomposition, Dedekind rings, class groups, 
local rings, Spec); finite fields; algebraic numbers; Galois theory; 
Homological algebra; and Semisimple algebra.
MT 808-809 Geometry/Topology I and II (Fall/Spring: 3)

These courses will cover the following topics: Point-set topology, 
fundamental group and covering spaces, smooth manifolds, smooth 
maps, partitions of unity, tangent and general vector bundles, (co)
homology, tensors, differential forms, integration and Stokes’ theorem, 
and de Rham cohomology.
MT 810 Real Analysis (Fall: 3)

Measure Theory, Hilbert Space, and Fourier Theory. Possible 
topics from: Lebesgue measure starting on R, convergence and Fubini 
theorems, and generalizing to locally compact spaces and groups.
MT 811 Complex Analysis (Spring: 3)

Local and global theory of analytic functions of one variable.
MT 821-822 Number Theory I and II (Fall/Spring: 3)

Possible topics include factorization of ideals, local fields, local 
versus global Galois theory, Brauer group, adèles and idèles, class field 
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Electives
If a desired course is not offered, please consult with the appropri-

ate professor. It may be possible to arrange a Readings and Research 
course on the desired topic.

Undergraduate and Graduate Course Offerings
Note: Future course offerings and courses offered on a periodic basis 
are listed on the web at www.bc.edu/courses.
PL 472 Buddhist Ethics: Ancient and Contemporary (Spring: 3)
Cross listed with TH 472
Offered periodically

Topics include: mindfulness, faith, insight, and ethics as means of 
individual awakening in contemporary Buddhist practice; emptiness, 
compassion and bodhisattva action in the mind-heart training tradition 
of Tibet; faith, sudden enlightenment, and creative responsiveness in 
Zen and Pure land traditions of China and Korea, current Buddhist 
ethical reflection on war and peace, economics, ecology, and justice. 
Daily mindfulness practice, based on class instruction, is required. 
Weekly writing; four concise papers
John Makransky
PL 500 Philosophy of Law (Fall: 3)
Cross listed with LL 669
Offered periodically

This course is intended for both pre-law students and those 
interested in the contemporary interface of philosophy, politics, and 
law. The course will cover the following four topics: (1) brief overview 
of the history of interrelation between law and philosophy (Hobbes, 
Rousseau, Kant, and Hegel); (2) constitutional legal theory (Dworkin, 
Ackerman, Michelman, Breyer); (3) political liberalism, public reason, 
and international law (Rawls, Habermas); and (4) human rights and 
globalization. The course is intended both to provide an overview of 
these various positions and to enable students to take a critical stance 
toward current debates.
Jonathan Trejo-Mathys
PL 512 Philosophy of Existence (Fall: 3)
Offered biennially

An introduction to the main questions of existentialist philosophy 
from Kierkegaard and Nietzsche to Heidegger, Sartre and Camus. The  
major issues dealt with include freedom and determinism, desire and 
death, anxiety and the search for the absolute. Final paper, presenta-
tions, and class participation are required.
Richard M. Kearney
PL 518 Philosophy of Imagination (Spring: 3)

Readings in the philosophy of imagination from ancient myth to 
post-modernity. Beginning with Biblical and Greek accounts of images 
and image-making, this course will explore three main paradigm shifts 
in the western history of imagination: (1) the ancient paradigm of the 
Mirror (Plato to Augustine); (2) the modern paradigm of the Lamp 
(Kant to Sartre); and (3) the postmodern paradigm of the circular 
Looking Glass (Lacan to Derrida). The course will conclude with a 
critical evaluation of the political and ethical functions of imagination 
in our contemporary civilization of cyberf-antasy, simulation, and spec-
tacle. Final paper, attendance, class participation required.
Richard M. Kearney
PL 531 Discourse and Metaphysics of Ethics (Fall: 3)
Offered periodically

We examine most of the twentieth century’s principal positions 
on the metaphysics, knowledge, and modes of discourse within and 

Ph.D. Program Requirements
Requirements for the Ph.D. are as follows: 

•	 One year of full-time residence 
•	 -aËcË
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propeifaes abt >>logical systems will be explored, including the task of 
proving whether a>logical system is complete and consistent. A number 
of interesting topics of twentieth-century>logic will be briefly consid-
ered, such as set theory, Russell’s paradox, and Goedel’s theorems.
The Department
PL 578 Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason (Fall: 3)

This course serves as an introduction to Kant’s “Critique of 
Pure Reason.” Virtually every>section of Kant’s masterwork has led to 
conflicts in interpretation, and an introductory course cannot compre-
hensively address these controversaes. Instead, we will focus our efforts 
on a close exegesis of the text, touching on fundamental conflicts of 
interpretation when necessary, while at the same time situating Kant’s 
position in relation to both his predecessors and the contemporary 
debates of his time.
Mary S. Troxell
PL 583 Philosophy of Biology (Spring: 3)

An introduction to core and cutting edge issues in three central 

-



Arts and Sciences

62	 The Boston College Graduate Catalog 2012–2013

PL 670 Technology and Culture (Fall: 3)
Cross listed with SC 670

This interdisciplinary course will first investigate the social, 
political, psychological, ethical, and spiritual aspects of Western cultural 
development with a special emphasis on scientific and technological 
metaphors and narratives. We will then focus on the contemporary 
world, examining the impact of our various technological creations on 
cultural directions, democratic process, the world of work, quality of 
life, and especially on the emergent meanings for the terms “citizen” 
and “ethics” in contemporary society. Students will explore technolo-
gies in four broad and interrelated domains: (1) Computers, Media, and 
Communications and Information Technologies, (2) Biotechnology, 
(3) Globalization, and (4) Environmental Issues.
William Griffith
PL 794 Philosophy and the Church Fathers (Spring: 3)
Cross listed with TH 794

Introduction to the major Church Fathers and their varying 
attitudes towards philosophy. Topics include the role of philosophy 
in the development of patristic theology; particular influences of 
Aristotle, Epicurus and the Stoa; and the reception and transformation 
of Platonism and the reciprocal influence of Christianity upon Greek 
thought.
Margaret Schatkin

Graduate Course Offerings
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PL 823 Heidegger (Spring: 3)
Offered periodically

This course will deal with certain major themes in Heidegger’s 
thought such as truth as unconcealment, technology and history, lan-
guage and art.
John Sallis
PL 826 Seminar on Law and Justice (Spring: 3)
Cross listed with LL 822

This seminar will focus on three major areas of current concern 
in the realm of law and justice. About a third of the course will be 
devoted to the following three topics: human rights, religion and the 
public sphere, and recognition. This course is conceived of as a seminar 
in which students can make presentations if they wish to do so. We will 
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Contacts
•	 Graduate Program Director, Rein Uritam, 617-552-8471,  

uritam@bc.edu
•	 Department Administrator: Jane Carter, 617-552-3576,  

jane.carter@bc.edu
•	 Department Faculty Support Assistant: Nancy Chevry,  

617-552-3575
•	 Administrative Assistant: Gisele Byda, 617-552-0968
•	 www.bc.edu/physics
•	 Fax: 617-552-8478 

Graduate Program Description
The Department offers comprehensive programs of study and 

research leading to the degrees of Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.), as 
well as Master of Science (M.S.), and Master of Science in Teaching 
(M.S.T.) in conjunction with the Lynch School of Education. Courses 
emphasize a strong foundation in the basic principles of physics, pre-
paring the student to undertake advanced research under the supervi-
sion of a faculty advisor. Graduate students are encouraged not only to 
collaborate closely with their research advisor, but also to draw upon 
the experience of the entire faculty and other graduate students. Our 
students are trained primarily to carry out independent research at the 
Ph.D. level, and our graduates have gone on to successful careers in 
many areas.
Master’s Program

Each candidate for a terminal Master’s degree must pass a Master’s 
Comprehensive Examination administered by the Department, 
and meet specified course and credit requirements. The Master’s 
Comprehensive Examination shall be prepared by a committee of at 
least three faculty members appointed by the Chairperson as neces-
sary. This committee shall evaluate the Master’s Comprehensive 
Examinations in conjunction with the graduate faculty. Generally, no 
more than three (3) credits of PH 799 Readings and Research may be 
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Committee, and the results reported to the chairperson and recorded 
in the student’s file. Upon the student’s satisfactory performance in 
this examination, the chairperson shall recommend to the dean the 
appointment of a Doctoral Thesis Committee consisting of at least 
three members of the departmental faculty (including the student’s 
Doctoral Committee) and an external examiner, where feasible, to 
read and evaluate the completed thesis and to conduct an open meet-
ing at which the thesis is defended in an oral examination. The thesis 
is accepted when endorsed on the official title page by the Doctoral 
Thesis Committee after the oral examination.
Admission Information

Support for qualified students is available in the form of teach-
ing assistantships. Research assistantships are also available during the 
summer and academic year, depending on research area and the extent 
of current funding. 

Students are required to take the GRE Aptitude Test and 
Advanced Test and to have the scores submitted as part of their appli-
cation. Students whose native language is not English must take the 
TOEFL exam.
General Information

Waivers of departmental requirements, if not in violation of 
graduate school requirements, may be granted by recommendation 
of the Graduate Affairs Committee with approval of the Chairperson.

A diagnostic examination is administered to entering students to 
help identify the strengths and weaknesses in their academic prepa-
ration, and to advise them accordingly. Students with an advanced 
level of physics preparation are encouraged to take the Doctoral 
Comprehensive Examination upon arrival thereby accelerating their 
progress in the program. 
Research Information

The Physics Department is strongly research oriented with faculty 
involved in both experimental and theoretical areas. Some areas of 
current interest are in the condensed matter physics areas of supercon-
ductivity, photovoltaics, metamaterials, thermoelectrics, nanomaterials, 
plasmonics, plasmas, topological insulators, novel electronic materials, 
and other strongly correlated electron systems.

Significant research facilities are available to our graduate students. 
Departmental facilities include high magnetic field/low temperature 
physics, THz/optical physics, and materials/nanomaterials preparation 
laboratories, graduate and undergraduate computational facilities, and 
access to the University computing system. The Department of Physics 
is constantly enhancing and supplementing these facilities.

The Department of Physics also has developed strong ties to 
many outside facilities, including Los Alamos National Laboratory, 
Argonne National Laboratory, the Institute for Complex Adaptive 
Matter (ICAM), Brookhaven National Laboratory, the Naval Research 
Laboratory, and the National High Magnetic Field Laboratory. 
Boston College’s participation in the Boston Area Graduate School 
Consortium enables students to cross-register for graduate courses at 
Boston University, Brandeis University, and Tufts University.

Students wishing more detailed information can write to the 
Physics Department or visit www.bc.edu/physics.

at least 15 credits from graduate or upper divisional undergraduate 
courses in physics. These credits will most often include two of the 
following courses: PH 711, PH 721, PH 732, PH 741. All Master’s 
programs leading to certification in secondary education include prac-
tica experiences in addition to course work. Students seeking certifica-
tion in Massachusetts are required to pass the Massachusetts Educators 
Certification Test. The M.S.T. qualifying examination in physics will 
be based on the student’s actual course program. A research paper 
supervised by a full-time member of the graduate faculty is required. 
For further information on the M.S.T., please refer to the Master’s 
Programs in Secondary Teaching in the Lynch School of Education 
section of the University Catalog or call the Office of Graduate 
Admissions, Lynch School of Education, at 617-552-4214. 
Doctoral Program

A student enters the doctoral program upon faculty recom-
mendation after passing the Doctoral Comprehensive Examination. 
Upon entering the doctoral program, each student shall select a field 
of specialization and establish a working relationship with a member 
of the faculty. With the approval of a faculty member, who normally 
shall be the principal advisor, the student shall inform the chairperson 
of his/her major field selection and the chairperson shall appoint a 
faculty Doctoral Committee consisting of at least two full-time faculty 
members to advise and direct the student through the remainder of his 
or her graduate studies.
Requirements

Required courses for the doctorate are the following: PH 722, PH 
742, PH 707-708, and four additional courses in distinct areas outside 
the student’s research specialty chosen from the graduate electives of 
the department or from other graduate departments with the approval 
of the chairperson. PH 761 and PH 762 are strongly recommended as 
two of these four courses. 

Some teaching or equivalent educational experience is required. 
This requirement may be satisfied by at least one year of service as 
a teaching assistant or by suitable teaching duties. Arrangements are 
made with each student for a teaching program best suited to his or her 
overall program of studies.
Comprehensive Examination

Within one year of entering the graduate program, each stu-
dent will take the comprehensive examination, usually offered each 
September. In principle, this examination covers all of physics that a 
physics graduate student can be expected to know at the end of one 
year of formal course work in the curriculum; however, it will stress 
classical mechanics, electromagnetism, quantum mechanics, and sta-
tistical physics. The examination has both a written and an oral part. 
The examination is prepared and administered by a faculty committee, 
appointed by the chairperson, and the examination is evaluated by this 
committee with approval of the entire graduate faculty of the depart-
ment. Students may attempt this examination twice.
Research and Thesis
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PO 996-997 Dissertation Seminar I and II (Fall/Spring: 1)
Only students who have passed their doctoral comprehensives should 
take this course.

This course will involve discussions of all stages of the dissertation 
from proposal to defense. In addition it will address issues of profes-
sional development such as teaching, conference participation, and 
interviewing for jobs.
Nasser Behnegar
PO 998 Doctoral Comprehensive (Fall/Spring: 1)

For students who have not yet passed the Doctoral Comprehensive 
but prefer not to assume the status of a non-matriculating student for 
the one or two semesters used for preparation for the comprehensive.
The Department
PO 999 Doctoral Continuation (Fall/Spring: 1)

All students who have been admitted to candidacy for the Ph.D. 
degree are required to register and pay the fee for doctoral continua-
tion during each semester of their candidacy. Doctoral Continuation 
requires a commitment of at least 20 hours per week working on the 
dissertation.
The Department

Psychology
Faculty
Hiram H. Brownell, Professor; A.B., Stanford University; M.A., 
Ph.D., Johns Hopkins University

James A. Russell, Professor; B.A., M.A., Ph.D., University of 
California, Los Angeles

Ellen Winner, Professor; Chairperson of the Department; B.A., 
Radcliffe College; Ph.D., Harvard University

Donnah Canavan, Associate Professor; A.B., Emmanuel College; 
Ph.D., Columbia University

Elizabeth A. Kensinger, Associate Professor; B.A., Harvard University; 
Ph.D., Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Michael Moore, Associate Professor; A.B., A.M., Ph.D., Harvard 
University

Gilda A. Morelli, Associate Professor; B.Sc., University of 
Massachusetts, Boston; Ph.D., University of Massachusetts, Amherst

Karen Rosen, Associate Professor; B.A., Brandeis University; Ph.D., 
Harvard University

Scott D. Slotnick, Associate Professor; M.S., Ph.D., University of 
California, Berkeley

Joseph J. Tecce, Associate Professor; A.B., Bowdoin College; M.A., 
Ph.D., The Catholic University of America

Sara Cordes, Assistant Professor; B.A., University of California; M.S., 
Ph.D., Rutgers University

Sean MacEvoy, Assistant Professor; Sc.B., Ph.D., Brown University

Gorica D. Petrovich, Assistant Professor; B.S., University of Belgrade, 
Serbia; Ph.D., University of Southern California

Ehri Ryu, Assistant Professor; M.A., Ph.D., Arizona State University

Alexa Veenema, Assistant Professor; M.Sc., Ph.D., University of 
Groningen, the Netherlands

Hao Wu, Assistant Professor; B.S., Beijing University; Ph.D. Ohio 
State University
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The Psychology Department’s areas of concentration are:
•	 Neuroscience 

Behavioral Neuroscience
Cognitive Neuroscience

•	 Social
•	 Developmental
•	 Quantitative

Visit the department’s website at www.bc.edu/psychology for 
additional information on these areas.
General Information

Visit the department’s website at www.bc.edu/psychology and 
find detailed information about the research interests of individual 
faculty members, the requirements for completing the Ph.D. and M.A. 
programs, and the Graduate Program Handbook. 

Students use the same forms to apply to both the M.A. and Ph.D. 
programs and should indicate which program they are applying to. For 
application materials or further information, visit www.bc.edu/schools/
gsas/admissions.html.

Applicants to the Ph.D. and M.A. programs should submit: 
•	 Application form
•	 Official transcripts
•	 	GRE and (optionally) GRE Psychology subject scores
•	 Three letters of recommendation
•	 Statement of research interests
•	 Application Fee

Applications are accepted for fall term admissions only. The 
deadline for applications is December 15 for the Ph.D. program and 
February 1 for the M.A. program. 

Applicants to the B.A.-B.S./M.A. program should submit: 
•	 Application form
•	 Official transcripts
•	 Two letters of recommendation
•	 Statement of research interests

The deadline for applications is February 1 of the student’s junior 
year. 

Undergraduate and Graduate Course Offerings
Note: Future course offerings and courses offered on a periodic basis 
are listed on the web at www.bc.edu/courses.
PS 506 Structural Equation Modeling (Spring: 3)
Prerequisite: Permission of instructor

This course provides an introduction to the theory and applica-
tion of structural equation modeling (SEM). The topics are basic 
concepts of structural equation models, path models with measured 
variables, measurement models, confirmatory factor analysis, struc-
tural equations with latent and measured variables, and extensions 
and advanced application. The course assumes that you have already 
completed a course in multivariate statistics. LISREL will be used to 
perform statistical analysis.
Ehri Ryu
PS 541 Moral Emotions (Spring: 3)

What is the relationship between morality and emotion? Do 
uniquely moral emotions exist? In what contexts do moral emotions 
arise? This course explores the nature of emotion and the nature of  
 
 
 
 

Liane Young, Assistant Professor; B.A., Harvard College; Ph.D., 
Harvard University

Andrea Heberlein, Lecturer; B.A., University of Pennsylvania; Ph.D., 
University of Iowa

Gene Heyman, Lecturer; B.A., University of California at Riverside; 
Ph.D., Harvard University

Jeffrey A. Lamoureux, Lecturer; A.B. University of Vermont; Ph.D., 
Duke University
Contacts
•	 Psychology Department Office: 617-552-4100, 

psychoffice@bc.edu
•	 Chair: Ellen Winner, McGuinn 343, 617-552-4118,  

ellen.winner@bc.edu
•	 Graduate Program Director: Hiram Brownell, McGuinn 509, 

617-552-4145, hiram.brownell@bc.edu
•	 Assistant Director, Finance and Administration:  

Barbara O’Brien, 617-552-4102, barbara.obrien@bc.edu
•	 Graduate and Undergraduate Programs Administrator:  

Michael Ring, 617-552-4100, psychoffice@bc.edu
•	
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Romance Languages and Literatures. The program provides licensure 
and continued professional development for primary and secondary 
school teachers of French and Spanish. 

Course requirements vary depending upon the candidate’s prior 
teaching experience; however, all master’s programs leading to licen-
sure in secondary education include practical experience in addition to 
course work. Students seeking licensure in Massachusetts are required 
to pass the Massachusetts Educators Certification Test. Candidates 
for the M.A.T. in Romance Languages and Literatures must earn 15 
credits in graduate courses in their target language. 

Consult the Departmental Graduate Handbook concerning other 
requirements. 

Further information on the Graduate Program, including fund-
ing in the Department of Romance Languages and Literatures can be 
found at www.bc.edu/schools/cas/romlang/gradprog/handbook.html.

Undergraduate and Graduate Course Offerings
Note: Future course offerings and courses offered on a periodic basis 
are listed on the web at www.bc.edu/courses.
RL 436 Molière (Fall: 3)
Prerequisites: Two courses from RL 305-309
Offered periodically
Conducted in French

This course will offer an in-depth survey of all aspects of Molière’s 
work, from his farces to the “grandes comédies” and the “comédies 
ballets.”
Stephen Bold
RL 438 La Fontaine and Perrault (Spring: 3)
Offered periodically
Conducted in French

Jean de La Fontaine and Charles Perrault occupy special places 
in the history of seventeenth-century French literature: though they 
practiced forms apparently aimed at a young audience (fables and fairy 
tales) they also played crucial roles in cultural and political debates that 
divided intellectual of the times. We will rediscover these “minor” clas-
sics with new eyes and multiple perspectives.
Stephen Bold
RL 448 The French Revolution (Fall: 3)
Prerequisites: Two courses from RL 305-309
Offered periodically

This course will study the yem0giFon0.5(Offerings)]TJ
ET1_aegmultiple perspectives.

tural and political debates8aces 
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RL 806 Il Romanzo e la Saggistica di Italo Calvino (Spring: 3)
Offered periodically
Conducted in Italian
Undergraduates may enroll with permission of the instructor

A study of Calvino’s major works from the perspective that 
“there are things that only literature can give us, by means specific to 
it.” Issues as “certain values, qualities, or peculiarities of literature,” 
“Written and Unwritten World,” la metaletteratura nel racconto, l’arte 
combinatoria, la logica della potenzialit will be discussed in-depth.
Rena A. Lamparska

Graduate Course Offerings
RL 799 Readings and Research (Fall/Spring: 3)
By arrangement
The Department
RL 807 Tasso and His World (Spring: 3)
Offered periodically
Conducted in Italian
Undergraduates may enroll with permission of the instructor

The course explores Tasso’s Gerusalemme liberata in the context of 
late sixteenth-century Italian society, a period when the Church sought 
to extend its moral authority. Turks threatened invasion, Protestantism 
was severing nations from the Church’s body, and the known world 
was expanding rapidly. Tasso portrays Christian soldiers gradually 
becoming aware of their egocentric lust for sex and glory, then repent-
ing to find their way back to a society governed by obedience and 
Truth. Readings will include Tasso’s writings on aesthetics, excerpts 
from his Gerusalemme conquistata, and works on politics, religion, and 
exploration.
Laurie Shepard
RL 810 Lyric Poetry from Giacomo da Lentini to Petrarca (Fall: 3)
Offered periodically
Conducted in Italian
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RL 974 Latin American Cityscapes (Spring: 3)
Offered periodically
Course taught in Spanish, readings and films in Spanish and English

This course will explore, through essays, fiction and films the 
development of the modern Latin American city in its historical 
context. We will look at the cultural and political implications of its 
evolution, from patterns of space distribution to inner city violence and 
ecological crisis looking closely at social issues and their representations. 
Works by Walter Benjamin, Roberto Arlt, Fernando Vallejo, Beatriz 
Sarlo and Hugo Santiago among others.
Ernesto Livon-Grosman
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Graduate Course Offerings
SL 575 Seminar: Nabokov (Fall: 3)
Cross listed with EN 775
Offered periodically
All readings are in English
Instructor’s permission required for undergraduates

The bilingual and bicultural achievement of Vladimir Nabokov. 
A polemical examination of Nabokov’s writings, with particular atten-
tion to connections among his aesthetics, ethics, and metaphysics and 
to issues of gender, sexuality, authorship, and exile. Readings include 
selected Russian and English novels and short stories, as well as poetic, 
autobiographic, and discursive works.
Maxim D. Shrayer
SL 888 Interim Study (Fall/Spring: 0)
The Department

Sociology
Faculty
Severyn T. Bruyn, Professor Emeritus; A.B., A.M., Ph.D., University 
of Illinois

John D. Donovan, Professor Emeritus; Ph.D., Harvard University

Lynda Lytle Holmstrom, Professor Emerita; B.A., Stanford 
University; A.M., Boston University; Ph.D., Brandeis University

Sarah Babb, Professor; Chairperson of the Department; B.A., 
University of Michigan; M.A., Ph.D., Northwestern University

Charles Derber, Professor; A.B., Yale University; Ph.D., University of 
Chicago

Lisa Dodson, Research Professor; B.A., M.A., Boston University; 
Ph.D., Brandeis University

William A. Gamson, Professor; A.B., Antioch College; A.M., Ph.D., 
University of Michigan

Jeanne Guillemin, Research Professor; A.B., Harvard University; 
Ph.D., Brandeis University

Sharlene Hesse-Biber, Professor; A.B., A.M., Ph.D., University of 
Michigan

David A. Karp, Professor; A.B., Harvard College; Ph.D., New York 
University

Ritchie Lowry, Professor; A.B., A.M., Ph.D., University of California 
at Berkeley

Stephen J. Pfohl, Professor; B.A., The Catholic University of 
America; M.A., Ph.D., The Ohio State University

Catherine Kohler Riessman, Research Professor; B.A., Bard College; 
M.S.W., Yeshiva University; Ph.D., Columbia University

Paul G. Schervish, Professor; A.B., University of Detroit; A.M., 
Northwestern University; M.Div., Jesuit School of Theology at 
Berkeley; Ph.D., University of Wisconsin, Madison

Juliet Schor, Professor; B.A., Wesleyan University; Ph.D., University 
of Massachusetts

John B. Williamson, Professor; B.S., Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology; Ph.D., Harvard University

Eva Marie Garroutte, Associate Professor; B.A., Houghton College; 
M.A., SUNY, Buffalo; M.A., Ph.D., Princeton University

Paul S. Gray, Associate Professor; A.B., Princeton; A.M., Stanford 
University; A.M., Ph.D., Yale University

the human brain; the psychological reality of grammatical models; ani-
mal communication; the acquisition of language by both children and 
by adults; and the innateness hypothesis.
Margaret Thomas
SL 365 Readings in Chinese Literature and Philosophy (Spring: 3)
Prerequisite: SL 062 or instructor’s consent
Offered periodically
Classes conducted in both modern Mandarin and English

By way of readings in Chinese literary and philosophical canons, 
this course introduces students to the basic diction and grammar of 
classical Chinese. Classical Chinese is the Latin of East Asian written 
traditions, the gateway to the cultural and historical legacy of East 
Asia, and the foundation of modern literary Chinese. We will read and 
translate selected passages from Chinese classics, including the Analects 
of Confucius, Mencius, the Daodejing, and Zhuangzi. Class discus-
sion will center on major philosophical concepts and their historical 
contexts.
Sing-chen Lydia Chiang
SL 366 Business Chinese (Spring: 3)
Prerequisite: SL 062 or equivalent
Offered periodically
Conducted entirely in Chinese

An analysis of the patterns and distinctive characteristics of 
business transactions and reporting in Chinese, along with numer-
ous practical exercises. Business correspondence, report writing, the 
Chinese curriculum vitae and resume, questionnaires, commercial law 
and regulations. Specialized vocabularies for import-export, marketing, 
finance, and economics.
The Department
SL 375 Jewish Writers in Russia and America (in translation) 
(Spring: 3)
Offered periodically
All readings and classes conducted in English

The experience of Jewish writers living in Russia and America 
from the 1880s until the present, examined through prose, poetry, 
drama, and memoirs written in English or translated into English from 
Russian, Yiddish, and Hebrew. The responses of Jewish writers to 
Zionism, the Russian Revolution, and the Holocaust with attention to 
anti-Semitism, emigration, limits of assimilation, and the future of Jews 
in Russia and America. The works of authors such as An-sky, Babel, 
Bagritskii, Bellow, Bialik, Erenburg, Malamud, Arthur Miller, Ozick, 
Philip Roth, Sholom Aleichem, and others.
Maxim D. Shrayer
SL 430 Foreign Language Pedagogy (Fall: 3)
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complete ten courses, including the following six required courses: one 
semester of sociological theory (either SC 715 or SC 716), a 2-semester 
sequence in statistics (SC 702-703), and either three additional courses 
in research methods (including statistical methods), or two additional 
courses in research methods (including statistical methods) and SC 540 
(Internship in Sociology). 
Doctoral Program 

The Ph.D. program seeks to combine the rigors of scholarly 
analysis with a commitment to social justice in a wide range of social 
institutions and settings. It prepares students for careers as researchers 
and university and college faculty. 

Admissions: The primary criteria for admission are academic per-
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content, and coherence vs. incoherence. Culture touches many sub dis-
ciplines in sociology (race, gender, social movements, politics, nation-
alism, etc.). The theoretical works we will read are broadly oriented 
towards many areas of social like. The empirical readings emphasize 
inequality, race, class, gender, and work.
Danielle Hedegard
SC 590 Carework and Inequality (Fall: 3)
Offered periodically

This course explores work and family conflicts and the tension 
between carework as private responsibility versus carework as a public 
good. We examine the private cost of motherhood and the social and 
economic consequences of child-raising, including those faced by low-
income parents without public provision of family welfare. We return 
to the question, does the larger society have care responsibilities for its 
people? We also focus on purchased care and paid careworkers, explor-
ing the race/class identity of this fastest-growing labor market and their 
care-impoverished families.
Lisa Dodson
SC 594 Race in the Americas (Spring: 3)
Offered periodically

This course focuses on two central themes of race in Latin 
America: (1) the socially and culturally constructed rather than 
“natural” nature of race, and (2) the realities of racial inequality. We 
cover the ambiguity about race in Latin America (including silence, 
euphemism, “whitening,” color terminology, the weak black power 
movement, and the nationalization of Afro-derived culture). Then, 
we examine the overwhelming evidence of socio-economic inequali-
ties based on skin color. We will also compare these processes to those 
occurring in the United States.
Danielle Hedegard
SC 664 Colloquium: Teaching Women’s Studies (Fall/Spring: 3)
Prerequisite: SC 255
Cross listed with HS 665
Offered periodically

Students meet weekly with the faculty advisor to discuss assigned 
readings—interdisciplinary feminist pedagogy—and with their respec-
tive seminar groups from SC 255.
Abigail Brooks

Graduate Course Offerings
SC 702 Introduction to Statistics and Data Analysis (Fall: 3)
Required for graduate students

This course will introduce the basic statistical concepts used in 
social research including centrality and dispersion, correlation and 
association, probability and hypothesis testing, as well as provide an 
introduction to the BC computer system and the SPSS data analysis 
package.
Michael A. Malec
SC 703 Multivariate Statistics (Spring: 3)
Offered periodically
Requirement for graduate students; enrollment for students outside 
the Sociology Department is by permission of the instructor

This course assumes knowledge of the material covered in SC 
702. Thus it assumes a solid background in SPSS as well as a basic 
course in statistics. We will focus on three or four general statistical 
procedures including factor analysis, regression analysis, logistic regres-
sion, and if time permits, discriminant analysis. However, the course 
is focused primarily on multiple regression and related procedures. In 

SC 516 Survey Methodology (Spring: 3)
You’ve heard the saying “Lies, damn lies, and statistics.” Yet 

statistics comprise much of the daily news: 47% of voters approve of 
the president. Two-thirds of adults are obese. More than 50% of mar-
riages end in divorce. In this course, you will become “survey-literate,” 
learning how to understand and evaluate such statistics. You’ll also 
learn how to design, field, and analyze your own survey, and how to 
report accurate, comprehensible results. This is a course in social sci-
ence research methods, not statistics; no prior background is required.
Sara Moorman
SC 533 Social Psychoanalysis and the Unconscious of Power (Fall: 3)
Offered periodically

This seminar explores social psychic repetitions at the heart of 
everyday life and how unconscious social forces affect the ritual organi-
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SC 715 Classical Social Theory (Fall: 3)
Required for graduate students

Focusing on the work of Marx, Durkheim, and Weber, the 
course traces the philosophic, intellectual, and social history of the 
ideas, themes, concepts, and schools of thought we now call “classical 
sociological theory.” Supportive thinkers will also be discussed as they 
contributed to the emergence and establishment of modern sociologi-
cal thought.
Paul G. Schervish
Eve Spangler
SC 716 Contemporary Social Theory (Spring: 3)
Required for graduate students

This seminar is a graduate level introduction to contemporary 
social theory. It concerns the historical context and development of a 
wide variety of perspectives used by social theorists to make sense of  
multiple social worlds. It also concerns the ways in which social theo-
ries are themselves sociologically constructed. Theoretical frameworks 
addressed include: functionalism and cybernetics; symbolic interaction-
ism and pragmatism; exchange, behavioral, and conflict perspectives; 
feminism; Marxism; phenomenology and ethnomethodology; critical 
race theory; queer theory; structuralism and poststructuralism; as well 
as postcolonial and postmodern theories of the subject and power.
Stephen J. Pfohl
Paul Schervish
Eve Spangler
SC 751 Quest for Social Justice (Fall: 3)
SESJ Program course

This seminar draws on the literature in political sociology and 
social movements to address sustained efforts to bring about social and 
political change. It is geared toward the problems and issues faced by 
groups involved in such efforts: (1) diagnosing the opportunities and 
constraints provided by the system in which they are operating; (2) 
analyzing the problems of mobilizing potential supporters and main-
taining their continued loyalty and commitment; (3) devising effec-
tive strategies for influencing targets of change; and (4) dealing with 
counter-efforts at social control.
William A. Gamson
SC 761 Second Year Graduate Writing Seminar (Fall/Spring: 3)
Students should register for the two semester course in the spring 
term only, and contact the professor about attending in the fall.
A completed research proposal is required for entry. 
The course does not meet every week.

The writing seminar is intended for second year M.A. and Ph.D. 
students working on their M.A. theses/papers and second-year papers. 
The 3 credit, two semester seminar begins in fall and continues into 
the spring term. Students are encouraged to take the seminar in the fall 
term immediately following their completion of the spring Research 
Methods course (SC 710). The writing seminar employs a supportive 
structure and a collaborative learning environment to help students to 
carry out their own independent projects. Students will be graded on 
the drafts of their research papers submitted at the end of the spring 
semester.
Sarah Babb

this context we consider data transformations, analysis of residuals and 
outliers, covariance analysis, interaction terms, quadratic regression, 
dummy variables, and stepwise regression. Our focus is on data analy-
sis, not on the mathematical foundations of the statistical procedures 
considered.
John B. Williamson
SC 704 Topics in Multivariate Statistics (Fall: 3)

This applied course is designed for students in sociology, educa-
tion, nursing, organizational studies, political science, psychology, or 
social work with a prior background in statistics at the level of SC 703 
Multivariate Statistics. It assumes a strong grounding in multivariate 
regression analysis. The major topics of the course will include OLS 
regression diagnostics, binary, ordered, and multinomial logistic regres-
sion, models for the analysis of count data (e.g., Poisson and negative  
binomial regression), treatment of missing data, and the analysis of 
clustered and stratified samples. All analyses in the course will be con-
ducted using Stata, but no previous Stata experience is necessary.
Natasha Sarkisian
SC 705 Advanced Statistics (Fall: 3)
Offered periodically

This applied course is designed for students in sociology, educa-
tion, nursing, organizational studies, political science, psychology, or 
social work with a prior background in statistics at the level of SC 703 
Multivariate Statistics. It assumes a strong grounding in multivariate 
regression analysis. The major topics of the course will include hierar-
chical linear modeling and structural equation modeling. We will use 
HLM and LISREL to conduct the analyses.
Sara Moorman
Natasha Sarkisian
SC 706 Longitudinal Data Analysis (Spring: 3)
Offered periodically

This applied course is designed for students in sociology, educa-
tion, nursing, organizational studies, political science, psychology, or 
social work with a prior background in statistics at the level of SC 703 
Multivariate Statistics. It assumes a strong grounding in multivariate 
regression analysis. The course will focus on panel data management 
and analysis, with topics including change models, fixed and random 
effects models, GEE models, and mixed models. All analyses in the 
course will be conducted using Stata, but no previous Stata experience 
is necessary.
Natasha Sarkisian
SC 710 Social Inquiry Research Seminar (Spring: 3)
Required for graduate students

This course presents the wide range of alternative research 
methods available to and widely used by the social researcher. Among 
those considered are the following: survey research, observational 
field research, intensive interviewing, experimental research, historical 
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Theology
Faculty
Robert Daly, S.J., Professor Emeritus; A.B., A.M., Boston College; 
A.M., Catholic University; Dr. Theol., University of Wurzburg

Harvey D. Egan, S.J., Professor Emeritus; B.S., Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute; A.M., Boston College; Th.M., Woodstock College; Dr. 
Theol., University of Munster (Germany)

Philip King, Professor Emeritus; A.B., M.A., St. John Seminary 
College; S.T.L., Catholic University of America; S.S.L., Pontifical 
Biblical Institute; S.T.D., Pontifical Lateran University

Patrick J. Ryan, S.J., Associate Professor Emeritus; A.B., A.M., Boston 
College, S.T.D., Gregorian University

Michael A. Fahey, S.J., Adjunct Professor Emeritus; B.A., Boston 
College; Ph.L., University of Louvain; S.T.L., Weston Jesuit School 
of Theology; Th.D., University of Tübingen

Stephen F. Brown, Professor; A.B., St. Bonaventure University; A.M., 
Franciscan Institute; Ph.L., Ph.D., Université de Louvain
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Comparative Theology
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TH 402 Jesus Christ: History, Tradition and Interpretation (Spring: 3)
A consideration of the person and work of Jesus Christ by (1) 

exploring the challenges posed to christology by historical conscious-
ness, social injustice, and cultural/religious pluralism; (2) tracing in 
broad strokes the early Jesus movement; (3) reviewing post-biblical 
controversies and the development of christological doctrine from 
Arius to Chalcedon; (4) exploring some examples of contemporary 
contextual christologies. Students will have the opportunity to examine 
and critique the implicit christology in a work of art, literature or film.
Mary Ann Hinsdale
TH 425 Seminar in Greek Patrology (Fall: 3)
Prerequisite: Introduction to Ancient Greek.
Formerly offered as TH 612 Seminar in Greek Patrology

Translations of selected patristic texts from the original Greek. 
Introduction to patristic philology.
Margaret Schatkin
TH 426 Fathers of the Church (Fall: 3)

Introduction to the Fathers of the Church, with special emphasis 
on the period after the apostles to the Council of Nicea (A.D. 325). 
The lives, writings, and teachings of the Church Fathers will be studied 
through readings in English translation.
Margaret A. Schatkin
TH 429 Theology and Ecology (Fall: 3)

This course studies the emergence of ecological theology as a form 
of liberation theology. It investigates the roots of environmental degra-
dation in the Judeo-Christian tradition and the attempts of contempo-
rary theologians to re-envision our understanding of God, human being 
and nature in order to shape a sustainable, planetary theology. Authors 
studied include Thomas Berry, Teilhard de Chardin, Leonardo Boff, 
Dennis Edwards, Ivone Gebara, Elizabeth Johnson, Sallie McFague, 
Rosemary Radford Ruether, and statements of the World Council of 
Churches, the Orthodox Patriarchs, and the Catholic hierarchy.
Mary Ann Hinsdale
TH 433 Faith, Service, and Solidarity (Spring: 3)
Prerequisite: Completion of Theology Core
Offered periodically

This course intends to provide advanced students an opportunity 
for in-depth study of the theology, spirituality, and ethics of Christian 
service. Significant prior service experience is necessary. Major themes 
include compassion, social concern, hospitality and companionship, 
advocacy, the virtue of humility, accompaniment and solidarity, justice 
and charity. Attention is given to Scripture, Thomas Aquinas, Ignatius 
of Loyola, and various contemporary authors.
Stephen Pope
TH 448 Seminar: Latin Patrology (Spring: 3)
Prerequisite: Introduction to Latin
Formerly offered as TH 609 Seminar: Latin Patrology

Selections from St. Jerome read in the original Latin to illustrate 
his role as a biblical scholar, a translator, and a mediator between east-
ern and western theology.
Margaret Schatkin
TH 449 Jewish Liturgy: History and Theology (Fall: 3)
Offered periodically

Embedded in rabbinic prayer is a concise statement of Jewish 
theology. After an examination of the precursors of rabbinic prayer and 
of the development of the synagogue as an institution, this course will 
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Anselm of Canterbury, Peter Abelard, Bernard of Clairvaux, Hugh 
of St. Victor, and Peter Lombard. All texts will be read in English 
translation.
Stephen Brown
TH 527 Meditation, Interfaith Learning, and Social Service (Spring: 3)
Prerequisite: Professor’s permission required
Cross listed with TM 544

Tibetan Buddhist understanding of the nature of mind with its 
capacities for wisdom, compassionate connection, are creative respon-
siveness are explored through contemporary writing and guided medi-
tations adapted for students of any faith and background. This medi-
tation theory and practice is brought into conversation with Thomas 
Merton, Martin Luther King, Gandhi, Dorothy Day, Henri Nouwen, 
Ram Dass and other faith-based social activists—for deep learning 
across religious boundaries (comparative theology) and to shed light on 
students’ own spiritualities as bases for service and action.
John Makransky
TH 528 The Gospel of Matthew (Spring: 3)
Prerequisite: Biblical Heritage II or equivalent, or instructor’s permission
Offered periodically

An in-depth examination of the Gospel of Matthew, with sus-
tained analysis of it narrative contents and structure, sources, and 
theology. This course aims to produce thorough familiarity with the 
text and its interpretive problems, as well as traditional and recent 
methodological approaches that have produced promising solutions. 
Topics of primary interest will include ethics, eschatology, and ecclesi-
ology, with focus on the relationship of Matthew’s community to the 
Judaism of its day.
Yonder Gillihan
TH 545 New Testament Sacraments and Ritual (Spring: 3)
Prerequisite: Completion of Theology Core

This course studies the New Testament evidence for sacraments 
and rituals in early Christianity. Students are introduced to ritual 
theory and the rituals of religious associations in the ancient world 
which provided the templates for early Christian rites: baptism, eucha-
rist, and anointing. The major New Testament texts on baptism and 
eucharist will be studied in detail. The final section of the course intro.T1_1 156 
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TH 573 Intermediate Biblical Hebrew II (Spring: 3)
Prerequisite: Introductory Biblical Hebrew, or equivalent
Offered periodically

The course builds on the grammar and syntax learned in 
Intermediate Biblical Hebrew I. Students will develop more sophisti-
cated knowledge of Hebrew grammar and syntax and refine their abil-
ity to read Hebrew prose narratives in the first part of the course. In the 
second part, students will be introduced to Hebrew poetry. Selections 
from the Psalms and Prophets will dominate course readings.
David Vanderhooft
TH 582-583 Introduction to Biblical Hebrew I and II (Fall/Spring: 3)
No previous knowledge of Hebrew is assumed

These courses are thorough introductions to Biblical Hebrew and 
its principal grammatical structures in preparation for translation of 
prose and poetic texts. Readings in the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament 
begin the fall semester and increase in variety throughout the year.
Jeffrey Cooley
Yonder Gillihan
TH 598 Law, Medicine, and Ethics (Fall/Spring: 3)

This course examines legal and ethical issues in medicine. It 
is designed so that students take an ethical position on difficult or 
emerging issues in medicine, such as appropriate care of seriously ill 
newborns, new forms of reproduction, and proposals for health care 
reform. The student is expected to provide a principled rationale for the 
position. The goal is to have the students think, be prepared to recog-
nize inadequacies or difficulties in their position, modify it if necessary, 
and ultimately arrive at a thought-through and principled position. A 
Socratic method is used to achieve that goal.
John J. Paris, S.J.
TH 794 Philosophy and the Church Fathers (Spring: 3)
Cross listed with PL 794

Topics include the following: the relationship of Greek Philosophy 
and the Church Fathers, the marriage of Greek paideia and Christianity, 
and prayer in early Christianity and Greek philosophy.
Margaret Schatkin

Graduate Course Offerings
TH 461 Human Rights Interdisciplinary Seminar (Spring: 3)
Prerequisite: Admission by instructor permission only
Cross listed with ED/PY 461, UN 461, LL 461
Apply by submitting brief statement explaining the students inter-
est (250 words maximum) to CHRIJ (humanrights@bc.edu before 
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TH 640 Twentieth Century Systematic Theologians (Spring: 3)
This graduate seminar will consider major systematic theologians, 

both Catholic and Protestant, of the twentieth century. It follows on, 
but may be taken independently of, TH 694 Early Modern Theology. 
The seminar will entail close reading of major texts.
Michael Himes
TH 651 Patristic and Medieval Trinitarian Theology (Spring: 3)
Cross listed with TM 681
Offered periodically

This course will investigate the principal debates and achieve-
ments in Trinitarian theology in the patristic and medieval periods, 
with a particular focus on the Trinitarian theologies of Athanasius, the 
Cappadocians, and Augustine in the patristic period, and of Richard of 
St. Victor, Bonaventure, and Thomas Aquinas in the medieval period. 
The course will involve close reading of primary texts in their original 
languages as well as in English translation.
Khaled Anatolios
Boyd Taylor Coolman
TH 652 Augustine: Life and Thought (Spring: 3)
Offered periodically
Doug Finn
TH 653 Theology and the Body (Fall: 3)

This seminar seeks to expose tensions within Christianity as well 
as between Christianity and certain cultural and social values that have 
made the human body a most visible, ambiguous, and contradictory 
sign in the West. What does theology have to say about the body? 
How do theological and philosophical evaluations of the body support 
or destabilize notions of race, gender, and sexuality? In what ways do 
representations of the body reinscribe or subvert prevailing aesthetic 
norms? Readings for the course will include, among others, works by 
Judith Butler, Kelly Brown Douglas, Michel Foucault, Toni Morrison, 
and Elaine Scarry.
Shawn Copeland
TH 654 Theology in a Secular Age (Fall: 3)
Offered periodically

What is “secularity,” and what is the role of theology in “a secular 
age”? Such questions have gained renewed urgency and complexity 
as numerous narratives and counter-narratives have been proposed to 
frame and address them. Engaging several recent voices shaping the 
conversation and debate in historical, philosophical, and theological 
terms, this seminar inquires into ways the contemporary theologian 
may contribute. Beginning with a thorough reading of Charles Taylor’s 
A Secular Age, which lays out the landscape in broad and nuanced 
terms, the seminar will examine contributions from several figures, 
including: Asad, Milbank, Zizek, Habermas, Ratzinger, Girard, and 
Vattimo.
Brian Robinette
TH 655 The Book of Psalms in Jewish and Christian Traditions 
(Spring: 3)
Prerequisite: For graduate students and qualified undergrads. Hebrew 
and/or Latin recommended but not required.
Theodore Perry
TH 657 God and Creation (Spring: 3)
Brian Robinette

TH 534 Feminist Theology and Ethics (Spring: 3)
Will treat major voices connecting feminist theology and eth-

ics/politics (e.g., Mary Daly, Elizabeth Johnson, Elisabeth Schussler 
Fiorenza, Margaret Farley, Ivone Gebara, representatives from Asia 
and Africa, and applied ethics (e.g., economics, racism, sex, abortion).
Lisa Cahill
TH 535 Ethics of War and Peacemaking (Spring: 3)
Prerequisite: Completion of Theology Core

A study of the questions that arise in a Christian ethical assess-
ment of war and peace in the modern age. The course will include: his-
torical development of both pacifism and just war theories; a theology  
of peace and peacebuilding; as well as applied ethical questions such as 
humanitarian intervention, torture, pre-emptive and preventive wars, 
and targeted killing.
Kenneth Himes
TH 568 Ethics and Christology (Fall: 3)
Offered periodically

The interdependence of theological ethics and interpretations of 
Jesus Christ will be explored, using recent and current figures, such 
as Reinhold Niebuhr, Jurgen Moltmann, Jon Sobrino, Elizabeth 
Johnson, and Roger Haight, as well as essays on new approaches, 
including feminist, womanist, liberationist, and postcolonial theology, 
and interreligious dialogue.
Lisa Cahill
TH 611 The Dead Sea Scrolls: Hebrew Exegesis (Fall: 3)
Prerequisite:
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TH 847 Ecclesiology and Postmodernity (Spring: 3)
Offered periodically

This seminar will explore the challenge of postmodernity for 
Christian ecclesiology. Of particular interest will be the impact of glo-
balization, religious pluralism, the growth of the church in the global 
south, “a new tribalism,” the attenuation and fragmentation of reli-
gious identity on the modern ecclesiological project. The seminar will 
explore the writings of Roger Haight, Nicholas Healy, Natalie Watson, 
Douglas Farrow, Wolfgang Vondey, Gerard Mannion, William 
Cavanaugh, Agbonkhianmeghe Orobator, Jose Comblin and others.
Richard Gaillardetz
TH 880 Psychotherapy and Spirituality (Fall: 3)
Prerequisite: Undergraduates require permission of instructor
Cross listed with TM 882
Offered periodically

Participants explore the theoretical and practical integration of 
theological and psychological perspectives in the practice of clinical 
psychotherapy as well as in the practice of pastoral counseling and 
spiritual direction.
John McDargh
TH 892 Reinhold Niebuhr and John Courtney Murray (Fall: 3)

Niebuhr and Murray are arguably the two most influential U. S. 
Christian thinkers of the twentieth century. Both were concerned with 
the social implications of Christian faith, understood in their respec-
tive Reformed and Catholic traditions. This course seeks to understand 
their thought and what they can contribute to current theological-
social debates and to ecumenical understanding of the social role of the 
churches today.
David Hollenbach, S.J.
TH 956 Theology as Hermeneutical (Fall: 3)
Prerequisite: M.A. level Philosophy or Theology

To understand (1) the Christian drama of salvation as presented 
in the Old and New Testaments; (2) the development of the creeds; (3) 
the difference between a Christian world view and Christian theology.
Frederick Lawrence
TH 957 Theology as Political (Spring: 3)

The ambiguous reemergence of political theology during the 
Second World War in Germany provides a convenient point for this 
seminar. At the same time, there has been a growing interest in political 
theology from various disciplinary perspectives, including philosophy, 
literature, and critical theory. This seminar explores notions of lib-
erty and totalitarianism, liberalism and democracy in a few social (i.e., 
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in cosmology, social constructivist understandings of gender, sexuality 
and selfhood, and perspectives from critical race theory, class, and dis-
ability may also be explored, according to student interest.
Mary Ann Hinsdale
TH 977 Twentieth Century Catholic Moral Theologians (Fall: 3)

The course looks at the most important works that shaped 
Catholic Theological Ethics in the twentieth century. It analyses the 
innovative works of Lottin, Tillmann, and Gilleman whose works 
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Spring Semester 2013
January 14 	 Monday 	 Classes begin

January 21 	 Monday 	 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
—No classes

January 23 	 Wednesday 	 Last date for graduate students to  
drop/add online

January 23 	 Wednesday 	 Last date for all students who plan to 	
graduate in May 2013 to verify  
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