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• Introduction to Business Law: Introduction to Law: an undergraduate, required course 
that is a broad overview of our legal system, covering fundamental legal issues such as 
contracts, employment law, and intellectual property. 

• Portico: undergraduate course in business ethics required for first-year Carroll School 
students; the course allows students a unique opportunity to situate contemporary 
business in a context that is global and historical; learn about business through 
engagement with faculty and practitioners; develop a nuanced method for recognizing 
and responding to the ethical opportunities and challenges of contemporary business; 
and raise questions about personal aspirations and the opportunities available in the 
world of work. '

• Securities RegulationD undergraduate elective that focuses upon the critical federal 
statutes that regulate securities and participants in the securities markets: the Securities 
Act of 1933, the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, Sarbanes-Oxley, the Dodd-Frank Act of 
2010, the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act, and several criminal statutes that are utilized 
for violations of securities law and regulations. Students read statutes and case law and 
use examples and guest speakers to understand the application of the law in real life. 
The class is intended for students interested in careers in finance or leadership in a 
public company. The goal is not to create securities lawyers but to give students an 
awareness of the regulation and the legal risks involved in the securities market. 
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• Center for Teaching Excellence; Teaching for Inclusion and Social Justice Cohort; 2020-
21 academic year. 

• Ethics Case Competition, Eller College of Management at University of Arizona, Fall 2019 
and Fall 2020: Advisor to Boston College team. 

• Klein Case Competition, Boston College, February 2020: Judge.  

'
Boston University Questrom School of Business 
Senior Lecturer, Markets, Public Policy, and Law Department 
Full-time: July 2010 – June 2019  
Adjunct: July 2005-July 2010 
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• Susilo Institute for Ethics in the Global Economy Fellowship, 2016-17, Integration of 
Ethics into the Sophomore Year Courses. 

• Questrom Award for Faculty Excellence in Institutional Leadership, 2014: nominated by 
faculty, selected by Dean. 

• Beckwith Award for Undergraduate Teaching, 2014: Chosen by a vote of undergraduate 
students. 

• Delta Sigma Pi, December 2012, inducted as an honorary faculty member of the 
business fraternity. 

• LOCK Honorary Service Society, April 2012: Inducted as Faculty Member 
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• Introduction to Law: an undergraduate, required course that is a broad overview of our 
legal system, covering fundamental legal issues such as contracts, employment law and 
intellectual property. 

• Business, Justice and Responsibility: undergraduate elective that explores the legal and 
ethical challenges a leader will face in a highly regulated, complex, global business. The 
course explores societal issues such as lying, bias, fraud, corruption, stereotyping, 
religious freedom, discrimination, and whistleblowing, and considers the responsibility 
of a business and its leaders to address these challenges, and to create a more just 
society. Students also consider the competing roles of business, the legislature, and the 
courts in addressing societal issues. 

• Securities Regulation: undergraduate elective that focuses upon the critical federal 
statutes that regulate securities and participants in the securities markets: the Securities 
Act of 1933, the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, Sarbanes-Oxley, the Dodd-Frank Act of 
2010, the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act, and several criminal statutes that are utilized 
for violations of securities law and regulations. Students read statutes and case law and 
use examples and guest speakers to understand the application of the law in real life. 



 4 

The class is intended for students interested in careers in finance or leadership in a 
public company. The goal is not to create securities lawyers but to give students an 
awareness of the regulation and the legal risks involved in the securities market. 

• Honors Program Sophomore Colloquia on Failure: Honors Program seminar for 
sophomore class focusing on Failure. The course asks students to study social sciences 
research on how to overcome failure, grit, embracing failure to lead to creativity, and 
the like. Students engaged in semester long Failure Project intended to challenge them 
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Create, Teach” framework, the course is designed for students to learn what questions 
an ethical leader must ask globally. Then, student teams create a case about an ethical 
challenge for a leader in a global context and its solution in the Giving Voice to Values 
style. Finally, the teams teach the case to the class. 
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• Honors Program Faculty Director, July 2017 – May 2019: Led community of Honors 
Students; designed and teach two Honors seminars, including an international field 
seminar; staff upper-level Honors seminars. 

• Curriculum Diversity Task Force, January 2018 – June 2019: Led Task Force to ensure 
that course materials represent the diverse world in which businesses function today 
and students have an inclusive experience in the classroom. Task force duties include 
evaluating existing course materials, conducting teacher and student focus groups, 
researching industry best practices, benchmarking other universities, and developing 
and executing a strategy to meet our stated goal—organized faculty training in 
December 2018. 

• Coordinator of Law Courses, September 2009 – June 2019: Responsible for hiring, 
staffing, and coordinating all law classes for graduate and undergraduate programs. 
Provide professional development and evaluation for new adjuncts. 

• Law Concentration Coordinator, September 2009 – June 2019: Conduct a strategic 
review of Law Concentration and implement curricular changes. Advise students on 
concentration. Attend concentration fairs. Assist faculty in developing new courses for 
the concentration. 

• 
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• Aspen Institute Undergraduate Business Education Consortium, Team Member, January 
2014-2016: 
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Georgetown University Law Center 
Legal Research and Writing Department, Law Fellow, August 1997 – May 1998  

• Competitively selected to teach legal research and writing to a section of first-year law 
students. This included drafting weekly lesson plans, teaching weekly seminars, 
commenting on all student papers, and holding individual conferences with students. 

 
Publications 

• Spooner, Rachel S., Tales from a Professor’s Office: Insider’s Guide to Thriving in College, 
published April 24, 2024. 

• Spooner, Rachel S., “The Goldilocks Approach: Finding the ‘Just Right’ Legal Limit on 
Nondisclosure Agreements in Sexual Harassment Cases.” Hofstra Labor & Employment 
Journal, Vol. 37, No. 2, Spring 2020. 

• Clark, Cynthia E., Chang, Kabrina K., Melvin, Sean P., Business and Society: The Legal, 
Ethical, and Digital Environment, 
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topics, including securities law, land use, bankruptcy litigation, landlord-tenant, and 
general commercial law. 

• Pro bono work included drafting a winning brief to the Sixth Circuit appealing the denial 
of a writ of habeas corpus in a death penalty case, which ultimately resulted in the 
client’s release from death row; civil rights action against the Department of Corrections 
for violation of the Eighth Amendment; and working as a Bar Advocate in Roxbury 
District Court. 
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• Selected by the Board of Directors of U.S. Synchronized Swimming to advise the 
organization on ethics questions, develop new policies and rules for ethics compliance, 
and train members on those policies as necessary. 


