
 
IMPACT OF THE RISE OF COMMERCIAL DONOR-ADVISED FUNDS 

ON THE CHARITABLE LANDSC�



This number fluctuates year-to year, but is rarely higher than 2.2% or lower than its most recent 
measure of 1.9%. 
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TRENDS IN PERCENTAGE OF INDIVIDUAL GIVING GOING TO PRIVATE FOUNDATIONS 

AND DONOR-ADVISED FUNDS 
 
While total individual giving has remained largely constant, there has been a significant shift in 
where that giving has gone. In 1991, according to Giving USA, 5% of individual giving went to 
foundations (including private foundations and community foundations).  By 2019, 13% was 
going to donor-advised funds and 15% was going to foundations4. 
 
Figure 2 below tracks this change and shows how combined giving to these charitable 
intermediaries increased from 5% in 1991 to 28% in 2019, an increase of 460%.  
  

 
4 In order to avoid double counting of community foundation donor-advised funds, contributions to community 
foundation donor-advised funds (as reported by National Philanthropic Trust) were subtracted from total foundation 
giving for years 2007-2019.  
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TRENDS IN CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED BY CHARITIES 
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