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1. Welcome!

1.1 Graduate Program Director’s Welcome

�I<g �Q]Y]Os �g<Gk<jI /jkGI[jh�

7IYE]ZI j] jPI �]hj][ ]YYIOI �Q]Y]Os �Id<gjZI[j� 0PI dkgd]hI ]N jPQh P<[GD]]X Qh j] DI <
OkQGI N]g jPI +P��� hjkGI[jh ]N jPI �Q]Y]Os �Id<gjZI[j <h jPIs dg]OgIhh j]q<gG jPI +P��� �[
jPQh G]EkZI[j� s]k qQYY NQ[G <[ ]pIgpQIq ]N ]kg +P��� dg]Og<Z Q[EYkGQ[O ]kg  I<g[Q[O
$kjE]ZIh� <[G GIhEgQdjQ][h ]N jPI [IEIhh<gs E]Zd][I[jh ]N jPI +P��� �]qIpIg� I<g[Q[O <
+P��� Qh kYjQZ<jIYs <[ Q[GQpQGk<Y W]kg[Is� 0PI hkEEIhh ]N s]kg W]kg[Is GIdI[Gh []j ][Ys ][
ZIIjQ[O jPI hdIEQNQE gIfkQgIZI[jh� Dkj <Yh] ][ s]kg
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0I<EPQ[O �hhQhj<[jhPQd
Summer One:
0PIhQh .IhI<gEP ¥.IhI<gEP �hhQhj<[jhPQd�0I<EPQ[O �hhQhj<[jhPQd¦

Semester Three:
0PIhQh .IhI<gEP ¥.IhI<gEP �hhQhj<[jhPQd�0I<EPQ[O �hhQhj<[jhPQd¦
�Q]Y]Os�<ddg]pIG �g<Gk<jI �YIEjQpI ¥]djQ][<Y¦ Ã ]g Ä EgIGQjh
.IOkY<g <jjI[G<[EI <j �Id<gjZI[j<Y /IZQ[<g <[G �<j<EYkD

Semester Four�
��$ ÇÂÉÁ ¥/EQ㐷倀<[G

/IZIa
�Q]Y]Os�<ddg]pIG �g<Gk<jI �YIEjQpI ¥]djQ][<Y¦
/IZIa¥.IGQjh
0PIhQh .IhI<gEP ¥.IhI<gEP �hhQhj<[jh][<[0I<EPQ[O �hhQhj<[jhPQd¦.IOkY<g <jjI[G<[EI <j �Id<gjZI[j<Y /IZQ[<g <[G �<j<EYkD

.� к�g@Summer @0PIhQh .IhI<gEP ¥.IhI<gEP �hhQhj<[jhPQd¦

Semester FA贀
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j] jPI Ir<ZQ[<jQ][ E]ZZQjjII� 0PI qgQjjI[ E]Zd][I[j Qh GkI [] Y<jIg jP<[ jq] qIIXh
DIN]gI jPI G<jI ]N jPI ]g<Y Ir<ZQ[<jQ][� 0PI G]EkZI[j [IIGh j] DI [] Z]gI jP<[ ÂÁ
d<OIh Q[ YI[OjP qQjP �gQ<Y ÂÂ N][j� Á�Æ Q[EP Z<gOQ[h� <[G []gZ<Y EP<g<EjIg hd<EQ[O�
+gId<g<jQ][ ]N jPI dg]d]h<Y Qh Q[ jPI N<hPQ][ GIhEgQDIG Q[ ��$ ÇÂÉÁ ¥/EQI[jQNQE +g]d]h<Y
7gQjQ[O¦� qPQEP hjkGI[jh j<XI GkgQ[O jPI /dgQ[O /IZIhjIg ]N jPI hIE][G sI<g� 7QjPQ[ jPI
ÂÁ�d<OI YQZQj� jPI dg]d]h<Y hP<YY Q[EYkGI < /dIEQNQE �QZh d<OI <[G /EQI[jQNQE �ddg]<EP�
/jkGI[jh <gI I[E]kg<OIG� Dkj []j gIfkQgIG� j] P<pI dgIYQZQ[<gs G<j< Q[ hkdd]gj ]N jPIQg
dg]d]h<Yh� /jkGI[jh qQjP fkIhjQ][h gIO<gGQ[O jPI N]gZ<j ]N jPI dg]d]h<Y N]YY]qQ[O jPI
E]ZdYIjQ][ ]N ��$ ÇÂÉÁ hP]kYG GQhEkhh jPIZ qQjP jPI �g<Gk<jI +g]Og<Z �QgIEj]g�

�GGQjQ][<YYs� jPI E]ZdgIPI[hQpI Ir<Z dg]d]h<Y Qh j] DI E]ZdYIjIG qQjP]kj GQgIEj
<hhQhj<[EI Ng]Z jPI hjkGI[j�h .IhI<gEP �GpQh]g� 7PQYI hjkGI[jh hP]kYG DI GQhEkhhQ[O
jPIQg gIhI<gEP gIOkY<gYs qQjP jPI .IhI<gEP �GpQh]g� jPIs <gI gIfkQgIG j] OI[Ig<jI jPI
<QZh� <ddg]<EPIh� <[G <[<YshIh Q[GIdI[GI[jYs� �GGQjQ][<YYs� jPI hjkGI[j�h .IhI<gEP
�GpQh]g hP]kYG []j gI<G ]g gIpQIq jPI qgQjjI[ G]EkZI[j ]g N]gZ<YYs dgId<gI jPI hjkGI[j
N]g jPI ]g<Y Ir<ZQ[<jQ][�

/EPIGkYQ[O jPI ]g<Y Ir<Z Qh jPI gIhd][hQDQYQjs ]N jPI hjkGI[j� 0PI hjkGI[j hP]kYG q]gX
qQjP jPI ]NNQEI hj<NN j] gIhIgpI < g]]Z N]g Ä P]kgh� �[ jPI E<hI jP<j jPI Ir<Z qQYY DI PIYG
pQ< IYIEjg][QE dY<jN]gZ� jPI P<QgdIgh][ ]N jPI +P��� ]ZdgIPI[hQpI �r<Z ]ZZQjjII
qQYY EgI<jI <[G P]hj jPI ZIIjQ[O� �j Qh jPI hjkGI[j�h gIhd][hQDQYQjs j] DgQ[O < E]ds ]N jPI
�� IPI[hQp]䃷ᘀ<Zက
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Ê

+P��� E<[GQG<Es ¥hII E]ZZQjjII p]jQ[O gkYIh Q[ /IEjQ][ Å�Ä�Å¦� 0PIgI <gI jPgII d]jI[jQ<Y
]kjE]ZIh ]N < ]ZdgIPI[hQpI �r<Z� Â¦ +<hh� Ã¦ ][GQjQ][<Y +<hh� <[G Ä¦ �<QY�

�N < hjkGI[j Passes jPI Ir<ZQ[<jQ][ <[G P<h E]ZdYIjIG <YY ]jPIg gIfkQgIZI[jh N]g jPI
+P��� GIOgII� qQjP jPI IrEIdjQ][ ]N jPI jPIhQh <[G Qjh GINI[hI� jPI hjkGI[j qQYY DI
E][hQGIgIG j] P<pI N]gZ<YYs <Gp<[EIG j] E<[GQG<Es N]g jPI GIOgII�

0PI hIE][G ]kjE]ZI ]N jPI ]ZdgIPI[hQpI �r<Z Qh < Conditional Pass Q[ qPQEP
hjkGI[jh <gI OQpI[ < EYI<g GIhEgQdjQ][ ]N qP<j E][GQjQ][h Zkhj DI ZIj j] kYjQZ<jIYs d<hh
jPI Ir<Z� 0PI EP<Qg ]N jPI E]ZZQjjII qQYY dg]pQGI Q[ qgQjQ[O qP<j jPIhI E][GQjQ][h <gI�
<[G P]q jPIs qQYY DI Ip<Yk<jIG� +]hhQDYI E][GQjQ][h E]kYG Q[EYkGI h]ZI ZQ[]g gIqgQjQ[O
]N jPI dg]d]h<Y ]g E]Zd]hQ[O < ZQ[Q�gIpQIq ]N jPI YQjIg<jkgI j] <GGgIhh < O<d Q[ <
hjkGI[j�h X[]qYIGOI� �N jPI Q[hjgkEjQ][h <gI []j EYI<g �扐 I



ÂÁ

/content/bc-web/schools/mcas/departments/biology/graduate/forms-resources.html
/content/bc-web/schools/mcas/departments/biology/graduate/forms-resources.html


ÂÂ

hjkGI[jh hP]kYG E]ZdYIjI jPI GQhhIgj<jQ][ [] Y<jIg jP<[ jPI N]YY]qQ[O hIZIhjIg
¥IrEIdjQ][h gIfkQgI < q<QpIg Ng]Z jPI �g<Gk<jI +g]Og<Z �QgIEj]g�¦

/bc-web/schools/morrissey/sites/current-graduate-students/dissertation-checklist.html
/content/bc-web/schools/morrissey/departments/biology/graduate/forms-resources.html






ÂÅ

● /jkGI[jh Zkhj ZIIj qQjP jPIQg 0PIhQh �GpQh]gs ]ZZQjjII ¥/II /IEjQ][ Ã�É¦ <j YI<hj ][EI
<[[k<YYs�

3.3 Grade Requirements for Good Standing

1[QpIghQjs gIOkY<jQ][h gIfkQgI jP<j Og<Gk<jI hjkGI[jh Z<Q[j<Q[ < EkZkY<jQpI �+� ]N �
¥Ä�Á¦ ]g PQOPIg Q[ jPIQg YIEjkgI� Y<D]g<j]gs� <[G hIZQ[<g E]kghIh <h GIjIgZQ[IG <j jPI I[G
]N I<EP <E<GIZQE sI<g� �Qghj sI<g hjkGI[jh <gI Ip<Yk<jIG <j jPI I[G ]N jPI /dgQ[O
hIZIhjIg� Q[ hkDhIfkI[j sI<gh hjkGI[jh <gI





/bc-web/schools/morrissey/sites/current-graduate-students/policies-and-procedures.html
/content/bc-web/schools/morrissey/sites/current-graduate-students.html
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4.1 Graduate Admissions Committee

� �g<Gk<jI �GZQhhQ][h ]ZZQjjII� qP]hI ZIZDIghPQd Qh GIjIgZQ[IG Ds jPI
�Id<gjZI[j P<QgdIgh][� Qh j<hXIG qQjP Ip<Yk<jQ[O� <GZQjjQ[O� <[G gIEgkQjQ[O [Iq
hjkGI[jh Q[j] jPI �Q]Y]Os �Id<gjZI[j +P��� +g]Og<Z� 0PI GkjQIh ]N jPQh E]ZZQjjII
Q[EYkGI�

● .IpQIqQ[O I<EP I[jIgQ[O hjkGI[j°h <E<GIZQE gIE]gG <[G D<EXOg]k[G� <[G
dg]NIhhQ][<Y O]<Yh�

● �IjIgZQ[Q[O QN jPI hjkGI[j P<h <[s hdIEQNQE <E<GIZQE GINQEQI[EQIh� qPQEP Zkhj DI
E]ggIEjIG <h < E][GQjQ][ ]N <EEIdj<[EI�

● .IE]ZZI[GQ[O hIYIEjIG I[jIgQ[O hjkGI[jh N]g hdIEQ<Y NIYY]qhPQdh <[G <q<gGh�

4.2 Graduate Program Committee

� �g<Gk<jI +g]Og<Z ]ZZQjjII� qP]hI ZIZDIghPQd Qh GIjIgZQ[IG Ds jPI �Id<gjZI[j
P<QgdIgh][� Qh j<hXIG qQjP Ip<Yk<jQ[O <[G kdG<jQ[O d]YQEQIh ]N jPI �g<Gk<jI +g]Og<Z�
0PI E]ZZQjjII qQYY DI E]Zd]hIG ]N jPI �Id<gjZI[j P<QgdIgh][� jPI �g<Gk<jI +g]Og<Z
�QgIEj]g� jPI �hh]EQ<jI �QgIEj]g ]N jPI �Q]Y]Os �Id<gjZI[j� <j YI<hj ][I <GGQjQ][<Y
N<EkYjs ZIZDIg Q[ jPI Og<Gk<jI dg]Og<Z� <[G < Og<Gk<jI hjkGI[j gIdgIhI[j<jQpI IYIEjIG
Ds jPIQg dIIgh j] hIgpI <h <[ �E<GIZQE  Q<Qh][� 0PI �E<GIZQE  Q<Qh][ qQYY DI < Og<Gk<jI
hjkGI[j Q[ O]]G hj<[GQ[O jP<j P<h d<hhIG jPI E]ZdgIPI[hQpI Ir<Z�

4.3 Individual Student Committees

0PIgI <gI hIpIg<Y E]ZZQjjIIh jP<j hPIdPIgG < +P��� hjkGI[j jPg]kOP jPI �Q]Y]Os
�g<Gk<jI +g]Og<Z� 7PQYI jPI E]ZZQjjIIh P<pI GQNNIgI[j [<ZIh j] gINYIEj jPIQg GQNNIgI[j
Nk[EjQ][h� jPIgI Qh khk<YYs < hkDhj<[jQ<Y E][jQ[kkZ ]N % ][
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ÃÂ

PIYd hjQZkY<jI Q[jIgGQhEQdYQ[<gs GQhEkhhQ][ <[G E]YY<D]g<jQ][ DIjqII[ <jjI[GIIh <[G
gIhI<gEPIgh Ng]Z Y]E<Y Q[hjQjkjQ][h� /Q[EI ÃÁÂÇ� ]pIg ÇÁ hdI<XIgh P<pI dgIhI[jIG jPIQg
q]gX <Eg]hh < Dg]<G g<[OI ]N j]dQEh� Ng]Z IE]Y]Os j] DQ]EPIZQhjgs j] EIYY DQ]Y]Os� <[G
Z]gI�

5.2 Boston College Offices Supporting Students:

5.2.1 Office of Graduate Student Life

�g<Gk<jI hjkGI[jh <gI hIgpIG Ds jPI $NNQEI ]N �g<Gk<jI /jkGI[j YQNI� 0PQh ]NNQEI <Ejh j]
E][[IEj �g<Gk<jI hjkGI[jh qQjP hIgpQEIh� hkdd]gj <[G ]dd]gjk[QjQIh <j �]hj][ ]YYIOI
Q[EYkGQ[O Q[N]gZ<jQ][ ][ �I<YjP <[G 7IYY[Ihh�  QpQ[O Q[ �]hj][ ¥/PkjjYI� +<gXQ[O�
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