
Capstone  Seminar  

Love  and  Indoctrination  

  

From    Thoreau’s  Walden:  If  you  have  put  your  castles  in  the  air,  your  work  need  not  be  
lost;;  that  is  where  they  should  be.  Now  put  the  foundations  under  them.  
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with  your  lives,  in  part  by  thinking  about  not  only  what  you  love  to  do,  but  also  what  your  
soul  wants  of  you,  and  what  the  world  wants  you  to  do.  (Fr.  Himes’  Three  Questions)  

This  requires  distinguishing  educa



6.  Selections  from  Woman  in  the  19th  Century,  Margaret  Fuller  

Discuss:  Love  and  relationships  at  BC;;  what  have  you  experienced?  What  have  you  
learned  both  from  suffering  and  from  joy?  Hookups  vs  dating.  

  

Weeks  5,  6  and  7:  

Focus:    

1.   Chickering  Vectors:  “Establishing  Identity”  and  “Developing  Integrity”  



8.   (essay)  “What  is  Critical  Thinking?”  from  Richard  Paul  and  Linda  Elder,  
Miniature  Guide  to  Critical  Thinking  

Discuss:  Finding  the  ways  in  which  theory  connects  to  practice  in  your  lives;;  discerning  
the  practical  applications  of  your  various  majors  and  fields  of  study.  Figuring  out  what  
you  have  learned  to  do  that  is  practical.  The  place  of  politics  and  political  activism  at  
BC.  

  

Weeks  11,  12  and  13:  

Focus:  

1.   Chickering  Vector:  “Developing  Purpose”  
2.   Taking  what  you  have  learned  into  the  world;;  figuring  out  a  career  

Read:  

1.   Walden,  Thoreau  (selections)  
2.   (essay)  “The  Way  to  Produce  a  Person”,  Brooks  
3.   (essay)  “I  Used  to  be  a  Human”,  Sullivan  
4.   (essay)  “The  Gospel  According  to  Me”,  Critchley  and  Webster  

  
  

WRITING  ASSIGNMENTS:  

1.   Autobiography:  you  will  write  in  the  form  of  a  journal,  an  ongoing  autobiography  



GRADING:  

Your  final  grade  will  be  based  on  the  following:  

1.   Written  assignments  
a.   Weekly  3  page  response  papers  valued  in  toto:  20%  of  your  grade  
b.   2  analytical  essays  at  the  end  of  sections  1  and  2  averaged:  30%  of  your  final  

grade  
c.   Final  longer  (10-12pp)  analytical  essay:  20%  of  final  grade  
d.   Autobiography:  20%  of  final  grade  

2.   Class  participation:  10%  of  final  grade  

  

ATTENDANCE:  

Because  the  class  meets  once  a  week,  attendance  is  critical  and  mandatory.  Excused  
absences  are  only  for  illness,  family  emergency  or  team  travel.  Coming  back  late  or  
leaving  early  for  a  weekend  or  holiday,  including  spring  break,  is  not  excused.    

For  each  unexcused  absence,  your  final  grade  will  be  reduced  by  a  half  grade.  Come  to  
class!  

    


