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Form E-1-A for Boston College Departments/Programs 
 

Department/Program Literature Core Program, AY 2023, English Department 
 

1) Have formal learning outcomes been developed? What are they? 
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This phrase, drawn from literary scholar Kenneth Burke, highlights the humanistic dimension of 
literary study. Students will discover how literature can illuminate the ‘big questions’ that life 
raises and aid them in navigating the worlds they inhabit. Students will encounter texts drawn 
from a wide range of genres, styles, time periods, and media, as well as authors who belong to 
dominant and non-dominant groups. In working with these texts, they will learn how literature 
opens doorways onto the perspectives of other peoples, times, and cultures, and how it helps 
us imagine diverse ways of being human. Students will have opportunities to reflect on their 
own values and the principles that guide their life, often by discovering alternative ways of 
looking at the world. The course thus holds true to the ideal of studia humanitatis: it develops 
the habits of mind, heart, and imagination that contribute to student formation. 

• Students will discuss and examine how literature opens doorways onto the perspectives 
of other peoples, times, and cultures and how it helps us imagine diverse ways of being 
human. 

• Students will develop the skills of reflection by discussing and writing about literature in 
ways that help them understand their own values and the principles that guide their 
life.  
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A strong sense of community supercharges classroom discussions and enriches the learning 
experience of all its members. Students will experience a discussion-based course that 
encourages them to share ideas and perspectives with each other. They will have opportunities 
to forge meaningful human connections with each other, which can help them integrate into 
the larger BC community in healthy ways. Students will be invited to participate in activities 
that foster a sense of social and intellectual community. By cultivating a sense of connection 
rooted in the life of the mind, students will gain a greater appreciation for the challenges and 
rewards of being active members of a larger community. 

• Students will have opportunities to forge meaningful connections with each other as 
human beings and as readers, writers, thinkers, and members of an intellectual 
community. 

• Students will explore different ways of bringing their whole person into the classroom. 
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Students will encounter a variety of activities and assignments designed to stimulate creative 
and independent thought. In addition to at least one essay of sustained textual analysis, they 
may work on assignments such as short reflections, personal narratives, creative writing, visual 
or material projects, performances, podcasts, oral presentations, and archive-based exercises. 
They may also encounter non-literary material (such as films, music, archival documents, etc.) 
that deepen their understanding of literary texts or extend the course’s thematic topic. 
Students’ experience of pleasure and joy as they engage with literature is a highly desirable 
outcome. In this way, the course aims to teach students how to be lifelong readers. 

• Students will complete a variety of activities and assignments designed to stimulate 
creative and independent thought, including at least one essay of sustained textual 
analysis, 
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2) Where are these learning outcomes published? Be specific. (Where are the department’s learning 
expectations accessible to potential majors: on the web or in the catalog or in your dept major 
handouts?) 

Once these learning goals have been officially approved by the relevant university committee, they will 
be posted on the English department website and instructors will include them on their syllabi. They will 
also be distributed to all advisors and first-year students through the Academic Advising Center.   

3) Other than GPA, what data/evidence is used to determine whether graduates have achieved the 
stated outcomes for the degree?  (What evidence and analytical approaches do you use to assess which 
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Form E-1-A for Boston College Departments/Programs 
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1)	Learning	Outcomes:	The	Boston	College	First-Year	Writing	Program	(FWS)	has	had	formal	
learning	outcomes	since	2004.	They	were	most	recently	reviewed	in	2018	and	plans	are	underway	
for	a	review	and	revision	starting	in	2025.			
	
The FWS outcomes read as follows: 
	
Outcomes	for	the	Boston	College	First-Year	Writing	Seminar		
By	the	end	of	First-Year	Writing	students	should	be	able	to	do	the	following:		
Rhetorical	Knowledge	

• Focus	on	a	purpose	in	their	writing	
• Respond	to	the	needs	of	different	audiences	
• Respond	appropriately	to	different	kinds	of	rhetorical	situations,	including	but	not	limited	

to	academic	rhetorical	situations	
• Write	in	several	genres	

Critical	Thinking,	Reading,	and	Writing	
• Use	writing	and	reading	for	inquiry,	learning,	thinking,	and	communicating	
• 
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3)	 Assessment		
	
This	year	was	the	first	time	Dr.	Jessica	Pauszek,	a	tenure-line	assistant	professor	who	will	trade	off	
directing	duties	for	FWS	with	Paula	Mathieu,	taught	the	graduate	pedagogy	class.	She	will	take	over	
as	FWS	Director	in	fall	of	2024.		As	we	move	toward	this	transition,	we	are	planning	to	assess	and	
revise	FWS	
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new	adjunct	faculty	who	teach	FWS.	We	found	that	all	outcomes	are	being	met	in	
the	syllabi	but	could	be	signaled	more	clearly.	It	might	also	point	to	a	need	to	
streamline	the	course	outcomes,	which	is	a	plan	for	2025	once	the	new	FWS	
Director	is	in	place.	Our	hope	is	that	the	FWS	Digital	Archive	can	help	prepare	and	
onboard	new	instructors	so	that	students	are	all	given	quality	instruction	in	writing.	
In	2023-2024,	our	planned	assessment	initiative	is	to	build	a	digital	archive	of	
exemplar	FWS	course	materials,	including	assignment	prompts,	lesson	plans,	
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