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[(e)-20.6(x)-29.6(p)-14.2(e)-5.2(r)-36osWe offer senior visits, for example. There are four principals in my office, including me. Between the four of us, we have a lot of global experience and knowledge, and we can go out to embassies to help an-
swer questions or to meet religious actors 
in their space.

Our second tool is what we call a custom 
consultation service. An embassy may 
have a set of research questions that 

they would love to have answers to, but 
they don’t have the bandwidth to deploy 
assets to answer them. We can negotiate 
a research agenda with a post and send a 
research team out to find answers to the 
questions we have negotiated mutually, 

and then try to find resources to answer 
those questions on a forward-looking set 
of relationships with our office.

The third piece is really about training 
and resourcing. We have an internal 
website where we put up a lot of publicly 
available information about religion glob-
ally, and we are also working on training 
at the Foreign Service Institute, which 
is the internal training institution of the 
State Department. There are four courses 
that we’ve targeted to help bring religion 

assets to. We’re currently helping to refor-
mulate an elective course called Religion 
and Foreign Policy. I taught it two years 
ago, when I first landed, and several of 
my staff have been through it last year. 
We met with them and said, “look, can 
we partner with you to organize it better 
and bring more resources to bear?” So 
in May, we’ll see the first iteration of this 
revised curriculum in that course.

But my real eye is on the required courses 
in the Foreign Service Institute. If you’re 
a new ambassador, there’s a required new 
ambassadorial course. We’d like to design 
a religion module for that, to make the 
case as to why ambassadors should have 
a robust curiosity about the political 
implications of religion in their country. 
There’s also a required course for new 
political officers in embassies. We’d 
like to design another module for that 
course and to make a case for why they 
should look to us for help on questions of 
religion. Then there’s the so-called A100 
course; if you’re a freshly minted foreign 
service officer, you have to go through 
this introductory course, and we’d like to 
design a module there, as well.

The third mission is to be the point of 
contact for any external group that wants 
to come and inquire about partnerships, 
or to request information from the State 
Department. We have met with hun-
dreds, if not thousands, of individuals 
and NGOs that find the State Depart-
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ment to be opaque. It is a very complex 
place, but now they can come to us and 
ask us a question: who works on this is-
sue in our country? When it was just me, 
my standard answer was “I have no idea, 
but I’ll get back to you.” But now that we 
have a staff that knows the building well, 
we can often introduce people on the spot 
to the office that works on their issues. 
Now, faith groups, religious actors, and 
NGOs know they can come to us, ask us 
questions, make policy suggestions, or 
ask to be introduced to somebody else in 
the building. We have a kind of brokering 
relationship.

Those are our big missions: advising the 
secretary, trying to build the capacity for 
religious engagement in the building, 
and then being an external-
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faith leaders across the three affected 
traditions, both here in the States and 
also in Israel and Palestine. Historically, 
faith leaders have not felt welcome in 
our policy negotiations. We built a set of 
relationships that we are maintaining; 
we’re not walking away from that just 
because there’s not an active negotiation. 
Ambassador Martin Indyk was the one 
who really felt like we needed to build 
more engagement with the interested 
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human rights and trying to mitigate 
conflict. Those are three good missions 
to have in this period of poor visibility. 
To that extent, I think Niebuhr actually 
helps us.

owens: We have an important religious 
leader visiting our country in Septem-
ber, as Pope Francis prepares to speak to 
Congress and the UN. What is your role 
with regard to the pope’s visit in Septem-
ber? How is the State Department, and 
how are you in particular, involved with 
his visit?

casey: Our point person in the Vati-
can is Ambassador Ken Hackett, who 
is a wonderful human being and a dear 
friend. One of the things we’re doing 
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